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PREFACE.

Among prescribed rites that of §riddha is the most
important. Its antiquity is acknowledged. Apastamba in a
famous passage ascribes its introduction to Manu the Patriarch,
who desired through its due performance to bring about the
salvation of human beings (nu-Sreyartham). Though the
number of times in the year when the §riddha should or could
be performed is very large (at least for a fourth part of the
year), omission to do 1t when it should be done is regarded as
more heinous than the neglect of the many appointed daily
duties. The dread of social outlawry is enhanced by making a
person who has become an outcaste (pa#ila) unfit to receive
Sraddha-pinda after death. In times like ours when loyalty to
ancient duties is dissolving and persons enjoy {freely the
advantages of connubum and commensality, even when they
openly neglect the daily duties of their varpa and aSrama,
there is marked reluctance to omit the performance of Sraddhas,
The duty to perform Srdddha 1s universal: women as well as
men, adults as well as children, the initiated and uninitiated
(upamita and an-upanita), have the duty, which is unescapable.
The inter-relation of thé duty or competence to do the Sraddka
to a deceased relation and of the right to succeed to the dead
person’s estate throws a new light on the nature of property
and of the apparent contmuance of rights over it even among
dead owners. When a rich man dies, every claimant to the
estate of the dead man performs the obsequies and the §raddha
of the deceased. In a general way property devolves with the
pinda, and even escheat of a property to the King is coupled
with the regal responsibility to have the death rites and
Sraddhas of the last owner of the property properly done,
when there are obviously none else to do them. The deep hold
that the §raddha has had on Indians is evidenced by survivals
of many of its features, as noted by Dr. Rhys Davids (Dud-
dhast Suttas, S. B. E., XI, p. xli1i aiid 192) in Buddhist funeral
feasts and gifts. Jaina animus towards Brahmanism is
shown, among other things, by the prohibition of participation
in §raddha feasts by Jaina monks (S. B. E., XXII, p. 92.97),
The paramount importance of Srdddia in life is seen in
the large number of books that have been written on §riddha
in the literature of Dharma$astra. In every digest (nibandka)
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an important section is allotted (as a rule) to the treatment of
Sraddha, though in most of them its place within the digest 1s
not always logical. The Dharma and Grhya sitras deal with
the rite with meticulous care and exactness, and small points of
difference in their interpretation and enunciation of the ritual
(kalpa) have survived to mark off one griya-$akha from
others. Under a well-known rule, a person must follow the
ritual laid down, in all matters, in his own grhyasitra, and he
has the option of following the rules of other ‘schools’ only
when on any points his own is silent, and where the rules in the
other ‘schools’ do not conflict with t ‘e letter or spirit of those
of his own branch ($akha). Similarly, the common stock of
$raddha-mantra is varied in the different Vedic schools. This
is why in digests the procedure of different §akhas is shown.
Apart from the sections in complete nibandhas devoted to the
exposition of §riddha, there are several special treatises on
the subject, wr'tten hy au hors of eminence, hike Hemadri,
Rudradhara, Divakara anl Nanda Pandita. Every smrt1
deals with §raddha, and the individual features of $akhas is
reflected in smrtis, which belong to specific Vedic schools,
Thus, among the astakaes, which almost all smrtis reckon as
three, Yajfiavalkya and the $uklayajurvedic schools count
them as four. Maunu deals extensively with the subject, and
his acknowledged pre-eminence and authority makes Laksmi-
dh.ra start his exposition of any topic by a citation from
Manu, which is followed up by citations from other smrtis
which enlarge or develop the ideas in Manu, This practice is
peculiar to Laksmidhara, and by not following it, most writers
have been tempted to make endless repetitions, which do not
gain in weight thereby, and very diffuse writing that makes a
show of learning and is wearisome. The most extensive
monograph on $riddha is the part of Hemadrt’s Parifesa
Khanda that deals with it. It covers over 1,600 pages of print,
but much of it is taken up with irrclevant or unnecessary
explanations, or repetitions of the same ideas or rules from
different writers,

The study of §raddha rules will throw light on the impor-
tance of the gotra principle, which being ill-understood to-day
has led to sagotrg marriages being supported even by persons
possessed of considerable knowledge of Sanskrit. Itis an
accep'ed canon of Dharmadistra that the ascription of a
rational ground for a ‘command’ or precept, based on Vedic



vii

sanction is unnecessary, and that where reasons are given even
in smrtis they are to be treated merely as arthavdda. That the
gotra is to be considered only 1n marriage unions, as now com-
monly held, is negatived by the importance which gotra
relationship has in the Sriddha ritual—e g, prohibition of a
person of the same goira as the person on whose death anni-
versary a Sraddha 1s performed officiating as the invited
(nimanirita) guest (see mmfra, Introduction, p. 17) Goira
relationship (sagotratva, sapravaratva) leads to obligation to
do the funeral rites of a person and share in the asuddhi,
which springs from death, The change from the paternal
to the husband’s gotra 1n the kanyadana, which is the prelimi-
nary step (parvanga) of the common marriage in the Brahma
form, makes her more ‘distant’ than collateral agnates of the
father, who has given her away She cannot belong to two
families simultaneously, and inherit either the duty of doing
Sraddha or funeral rites to parents or the estate in both, as a
normal thing. If itis reali-ed that ancestral property has the
expenses of funeral rites and deing §riddha as a first charge
on it, much of the loose advocacy of women’s rights to pater-
nal family property, along with their brothers, may be checked
The study 1n isolation of the Vyavahdra sections in digests of
Dharmasastra and neglect of other branches like those dealing
with §riddha and §uddhi by modern lawyers (with a few
exceptions, ¢ ¢., Rajakumar Sarvadhikari) is responsible for
the advocacy, by judges and legislators, on grounds of senti-
ment or fancied equity, of alterations i Hindu law, which
run counter to the whole basic idea of Hindu society and
philosophy. The need to study the literature of Sriddha and
Suddhi 1in order to correct wrong orientations and deductions
that undermine Indian society 1s now more imperative than
ever before in view of the power of the modern State and
legislatures to make changes which are not warranted by
history or canon,

The study of the literature of §riddha has thus more
than an ethnographic or antiquarian value. But, while the
vyayahdra sections of Dharmasastra digests have been trans-
lated 1nto modern European and Indian languages, the sections,
which are not less important for a proper understanding of the
Indian concepts of life, the hereafter and of society, remain
hidden in the obscurity of a ‘dead language’. Sixty years ago,
when Rijakumir Sarvddhikiri wrote his learned and acute
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work on the Hindu Law of Inheritance, and felt compelled to
begin his exposition by an elaborate description of .Sriddha,
even he had to depend largely on citations of the views and
quotations of a popular Dharma work composeq late in the
eighteenth century, and not on more authoritative arld far
earlier works, then unavailablein print, but now accessible to
students.

Among them Laksmidhara’s section on Sraddha would
have fizured pre-eminently. Itis easily the best treatise on
§raidha now available. Other works are larger and cover a
number of topics of minor importance which he deliberately
omits. In a famous verse at the very beginning of the Krtya-
kalpataru he has mndicated the rules that he would follow in
the composition of his great work® « Of authorities on idents-
cal topics, a single text has been adopted at one place, and
others only when needed  That which 1s based on knowledge
is cited and that based on ignorance is rejected in citations of
authority. Only the view upheld by the teaching and practice
of the elect (§ista) 1s expounded, and ambiguities are resolved
and clarified When there has been an endless controversy, a
decision (vyavasath@) is given.” Adherence to these rules
have made the sections of the Kr#ya-kalpataru compact, logical
and decisive. Sraddhakanda exhibits these features. This is
why Laksmidhara’s section has formed the basis of all later
expositions of the subject, and his views are followed even
when his name is not mentioned, and are treated with the
greatest deference by writers like Govindinanda and Rudra-
dhara. He rarely loads his work with rules of procedure,
leaving them to the erudite purohut. The terseness of his
statements and economy of quotations and explanations makes
his ROOk one for the specialist, and not the common reader.

Imperfect or erroneous conceptions of Sriddha are not
exclusively modern. Vague ideas of the survival of human
personality after death have made even orthodox laymen
among Indians regard it asa way of placating the spiritsof dead
ancestors, and anthropomorphism, encduraged, by picturesque
or figurative expressions in dicta from smrtis have made most
persons look 1n the performance of the §raddha for means of
satisfying the special wishes of the dead ancestors, when alive,
in the provision made during the rite. Sriddha has been
taken as ‘ancestor worship’ even by specialists, who have
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made an extensive study of §riddha literature. Ithas been
regarded as incompatible with the loftier monotheistic and
philosophic beliefs of the Indian elite, and as almost a survival
of an aboriginal practice. Within the pages of Laksmidhara’s
monograph correctives to these errors are available, but they
need eluctdation The growth of religious sects has made for
the elaboration of spectal rules and for the importation into
the Sriddha ritual of acts that are not sanctioned by ancient
authority, as illustrated in Sraddhakanda. In South India, for
example, while the minimum number of guests to be invited to
efficiate is three, and the rule that the guest, who is to repre-
sent the manes is only one (an odd number being prescribed
for this type of guest), the two (the minimum even number)
to represent the Gods is made up of one for the Viévedevas
and the second for Visnu, described, for this purpose, as
$raddha-samraksaka, the ‘protector of the §rildha’. The
formula describing the Ahavss (fire-offering) in the fire-rite that
precedes the feeding of the invited guests, and through which
offerings are now made to three generations of male ancestors
to go to the specified, putative, and not real progenitor—which
has aroused disgust by the misunderstanding of Manu’s
famous verse on the subject (IX, 20), is found only in a line
which is recited before every offering of Zavis in the fire during
the ekoddistta, This mantra 1s found in Sraddhekanda only
in an allusive statement referring to the offering of water for
washing the feet of the guests (padyam) in a text of Visnu-
smriy (inf. 164) Taken along with his attitude to flesh
eating, as seen from the Niyatakalakanda, Laksmidhara’s
numerous citations of smrti dicta enjoining the offering of
flesh has to be construed as not imperative but optional,
allowable but (as ruled by Manu) not desirable.

While works on Sraddha later than that of Laksmidhara’s,
which is the oldest surviving treatise on the subject have
enlarged on many minor matters like the performance of
Sraddha on the fortnightly day of fast (ekadas), the wearing
of caste marks or mudras on the Sraddha day, the prior offer-
ing of the food cooked for Sraddha guests to God in the daily
pijd, and the right of those who are not of the same gotra and
pravara and are not blood relations, to eat the remnants of the
food that remain after the §riddha guests have been fed and
sent away (pitrfesam) and dealt at length with definitions of
technical terms like kandaprsia, parwvitti, vrsafipats, etc., and



X

enumerate the different classes of sons, they do not go into the
essential features of the rite farther than Laksmidhara and
often fall short of his treatment. Their inability to grasp his
principles, while merely following the order of his treatment
generally and d=aling with the topics he has dealt with begin-
ning with the definition of Sriddha and the classes of §riddha
and ending with jivatéraddha (Sriddha to one who is alive,
like that done by oneself when bereft of all surviving relations
or about to enter on sunyasasrama), they deal almost in the
beginning with the fruits of the performance of §raddha and
the perils of not doing 1t, (§raddhaphala), while Laksmidhara,
following Manu, does not emphasise these points, as a duty
that is enjoined has to be discharged irrespective of its fruits,
and deals with Sraddhaprasamsa in his twenty-third parva.

The intensive study of Laksmidhara’s work reveals the
wide and unauthofised changes that have crept mto the per-
formance of the rite to-day, owing to the ignorance of the
directing priests (puromidh), who simply memorise and
mechanically carry out the directions in second-rate manuals
of ritual composed in recent times, without understanding
the reasons for the rites, or the aim and character of §rad-
dha. Many prohibited acts are now done in ignorance and
are common. The rite which was named to stress the
paramount need in the performer of faith in 1t and
devotion based on knowledge of 1its truth, is now done
mechanically even by those who are “orthodox” and more
perfunctorily by those who are less strict in their practice
of enjoined religious duties, and mechanically, without per-
ception and zeal. In ancient times, when kings recognized
and enforced on subjects their enjoined duties, non-perfor-
mance of S§riddha by a descendant, on whom the duty lay,
even if he inherited no property, would have been penalized
and punished. To-day, when pmnda and inheritance were
connected in law, one who succeeded to an estate was at
liberty to neglect his duty after succession to tbe estate.
One who was made an outcaste for grave offences or who
had become a convert to Islam or Christianity or another
religion was held to have forfeited his right to property
from the dead person. Sentiment and ignorance of the
basic connection between the two, as well as the desire to
befriend conversion made first for laxity in judicial enforce-
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ment of the rule and later to legislative intervention to
“safeguard” the rights of inheritance of converts to
non-Hindu religions.  The process of change 1s continued
in modern agitations for rights to those who have no
precedence (being of another goird) in inheritance,

The task of editing a classic of this type, composed by,
a great smdria and administrator like Laksmidhara, has
not been an easy one. The wide reading it entailed and the
task of probing into apparent conflicts of authority, have
been repaid by the light gained by the study and by increas-
ing veneration for the author’s transcendant learning and
ability. In the footnotes, citation from later works, and
references which show what meaniras are alluded to in the
text, have been given along with explanations of terms or
passages that would supplement Laksmidhara’s own econo-
mic comments, made in the belief that his work would be
read only by those to whom much commentary would be
needless.

An additional difficulty of a personal nature has arisen
from first a sertous accident that happened to the editor,
when the work was in the Press (for a long time), and
later by fading vision consequent on progressive cataract,
which made reading of proof sheets first difficult and Ilater
almost impossible. But for the willing and competent help
given by learned friends, the work could not have been
released from the Press. In recording my obligations in this
respect, I have to mention the assistance given by two
members of the staff of the Adyar Library, Madras,
Mr. A. N. Krishna Aiyangar, M.A,L.T., (my old pupil from
whom similar help has been received for many years) and
Vyakarana-Siromani N. Ramachandra Bhatta. They have
seen to the passing of the proof of the Text, and provided
the Appendices, including the Index of Half-verses. The
book would have been unintelligible to a modern reader,
even if grounded in DharmaSgsira without explanations.
These have been embodied in the introduction, which attempts
to survey the entire field while summarising the contents of
the parvas, In the revision of the Introduction and in
passing it through the Press, I have been greatly helped by the
erudition of Mr. A. Parameswara Aiyar, B.A,, B.L. (Retired
Subordinate Judge, Madras) and Mr. N. Raghavacharya,
MA,LT, (formerly of the Madras Education Service), My
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indebtedness to them is so great that a formal acknow-
ledgment of it falls short of my grateful recollection of 1it.

To the general Editor, Dr. B. Bhattacharyya, I owe
an expression of grautide for his constant guidance, help
and encouragement based on his appreciation of the magnitude
and importance of the Digest on the editing of which I
have now been engaged for many years.

An expression of thanks is due to Mr, N. Ramaratnam
Aiyar, Proprietor of the Madras Law Journal Press, for
having uadertaken the printing of tae work am.dst much
pressure of other work. It 1s the second section of the Digest
that this Press has printed.

Mylapote, Madras, }

27tk October, 1949 K. V, Rancaswami
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INTRODUCTION.

Laksmidhara devotes the fourth section of his great
digest to a comprehensive survey of Sraddha. In the three
previous sections, he had dealt with duties that lie on every,
one, like the sacraments according to varna and @§rama, and the
daily rites (@hmika) that take up the time of the householder
(grhastha). As usual, he follows in this respect also the
order of treatment in Manusmrts, The performance of §raddha
is a duty that cannotbe abandoned by any one, whatever be
his warnpa, if he belongs (as a dvija) to the first three aSrmas,
and has ancestral spirits to worship and propitiate. But
unlike the daily duaties, which are ‘constant’ (#iiya), the
$raddha 1is, in a general sense, naumittika, < occasional's One
whose parents are alive is forbidden to do a {raddha of the
standard type, viz, the parvana-Sraddha. But 1f he has lost
his father, he must do the father’s obsequies, some of which
partake of the character of §r@ddha, and after the lapse of
one year, from the death of the father, the duty descends on
him to perform to the father and two ancestors immediately,
preceding the father, §raddhas, or their substitutes many times
in a year, at stated intervals or occasions. He who omits this
duty 1s a reprobate of the worst type. The dead have a
claim on the living which can neither be 1gnored nor discharg-
ed perfunctorily. In the absence of direct descendants the
obligation descends on collaterals, and then on persons connect-
ed with the dead person by spiritual or educational ties. In
the last resort, 1f no such person 1s available, the king as the
head of the community must get the rite done by some capa-
ble person, meeting the expenses either out of the escheated
property of the dead person, or from the state resources. In
protecting those who are without natural protectors, the king
is represented as ‘the father of the fatherless’. In getting
so imperative a rite as the §raddka done for one who has passed
away, the king may be said, by an extension of figurative
expression, to be the son of all the sonless in the kingdom.
Even the royal prerogative of escheat may, be viewed as a
tangible expression of such a relation. The concept 1s behind
the duty of subjects to offer hibations to a dead king,and of 2
minister to do his §raddha if there is no one of the royal
family, left to do it.



2 KRTYAKALPATARU SRADDHAKANDA

A number of old beliefs enter into the idea of the supreme
duty of honoring ancestors by §raddha. He who has a good
thing must share 1t with others the learned sages must
spread their light, the gods (dewah) from their vast power
over nature confer blessings on mortals, and those who are
capable of extending their line mustdo so by marrying and
begetting children. The exaltation of the life of the house-
holder and of marriage springs from this belief He discharges
a natal debt to his forefathers by continuing the line. The
living can offer comfort and support to those who have passed
away. Ancestors who have passed away can be helped by
rites performed for their benefit by descendants Such a rite
is the §1@ddha The son (putra) saves fathers from the hell
of put The dead ancestors in their regions rejoice when a
son is born 1n the line, because he can perform a §raddha at
Gaya, which will give them inexhaustible satisfaction (#7p).
The son owes his physical being to his father. He springs
from the father’s imbs (angat-angat-sambhavats)  Physically
and spiritually the fataer 1s reborn in the son The idea extends
the area of obligation from common ancestry both vertically
and horizontally. The members of a patriarchal group are
replicas of the patriarch The dominant position of the head
of the old joint famly derives its strength from this idea,
The individual 1nsuch a group will be submerged but for the
imposition on him of duties that are personal and untransfera-
ble. Such a duty 1s that of doing the §raddha to a parent A
kind of common ownership in family properties unites its
members, not only with one another but with all dead ancestors
and with all potential descendants alse. The famuly property
is a trust held by the living for the benefit of the dead and the
unborn The 1dea links the duty of offering S§raddia to
ancestors with the claim for inhertting a part of the famuly
property. The descent of an estate 1s directed by the devolution
of the admkdra (competence, obligation) to do obsequial
rites for the late owner. The bond that ties those akin is
reinforced by the tangible expression of the gratitude of the
survivors to the dead kinsmen by obsequial rites and offerings.
The degrees of consangumity are reflected in the degree of
obligation to do such rites, 1 its prescribed forms, some who
are proximate offering balls of rice (pinda) and others who
are remote giving libations (udaka) Affinity of such duties
makes those who have the duties sapinda or samanodaka, The
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skein of Sraddha furnishes guidance in the labyrinth of the
Hindu law of 1nheritance.

Ancestor Worshsp

Sraddha is a form of ‘ancestor worship’, which reflects the
gratitude of the living descendants to dead forbears, or the
awe and fear inspired by belief 1n such ancestor’s occupying a
position, after their death, in which they can confer benefits or
cause harm Blessings and curses from the spirits of departed
ancestors are universally held to be potent. Both ideas are
reflected in verses on §raddha-phala cited in digests. The 1dea
that doing a $§raddha to a particular dead person is a duty
imposed by Dharma, irrespective of 1ts results, 1s on a higher

" plane than that which encourages the discharge of the duty by
holding out hopes of good as a result. Duty has to be
discharged, in the real Dharma spirit, without expectation of
beunefit (mskamya) Inthis sense, one class of $raddha, viz.,
kamya-Sraddha is an inferior type, and is almost like an
incantation Another type, w15, vrddl-§raddhaor nandimukha-
sraddha has not this feature In moments of approaching
festivities or joyful occasions, like marriages, or after incidents
like the birth of a son, 1t 1s right to recall one’s obligations to
ancestors and concerve them as sharing one’s joys as his
sorrows The prayer that 1s repeated by every one who does a
§raddha for benefits is not to be deemed a qusd pro quo for
doing what one 1s 1n duty bound to do, but a recognition of the
interest of gods and the departed ancestors in the good
(material prosperity) of their living representatives It 1s only
on the occasion of a §raddlia that they are invoked and
conceived as actualiy present. Dr Rajkumar Sarvadhikari
(Hwndu Law of Inheritance, 1882) rationalizes ancestor worship,
as reflected in the §rdddha +<The love we feel for our father
and grandfather, the g1atitude we owe to them, and the respect
we entertain for them, promptus to honor their memory,
when dead; and the act of remembrance takes the form of
asolemn offering to the manes of our ancestors. The idea that
the spirit of our parents hover around us, and are gratified by,
our acts of devotion, takes strong possession of the human
mind, when unenhghtened by the spirit of philosophy. Both
love and devotion bear no analysis as to their nature, and spurn
the hard realities which would dissolve the charm We long to
show to the spirits of our ancestors that they live in our
memory; we realize their embodied existence by the mind’s



4 KRTYAKALPATARU SRADDHAKANDA

eye, and forgetful of the surrounding world, we become
conscious for a moment of their actual presence, and in the
exuberance of our feelings we offer them food and water to
allay their hunger and thirst. This is Sraddha, the tribute of
respect paid to the memory of our ancestors, the food offered
to the manes, the solemn feast of the dead ” (pp 60-61)

Like rationalization of idol worship (arcd-piija,), this
explanation misses the chief element in the conception of
Sraddha, the intense conviction (§7addha) mn its actuality and
obligatory character. Sraddha is derived from S$rad, ‘truth’
‘reality’ and dha ‘to hold®  «It signifies, accordingly, the
holding of, or belief in truth.” (p. 60) He who doesa
$raddha must, in propriety, be filled with the conviction of
every part of the rite being real, i ¢ true Over and over
again in the rules for the performance of the different elements
of the ritual, this need for implict belief 1s stressed A $raddha
is not to be conceived, as 1s done by Dr Sarvadhikari, as
“emblematic, ’ any more than the worship of an1dol is worship,
not of a present (but invisible) power, but emblematic worship.
Dr. Sarvadhikart’s other statement that the idea is unleavened
by the spirit of philosophy will also not meet the facts. Among
the numerous mediaeval writers on $rdddha are some of the
acutest Vedantins and logicians of India They cannot be held
to have had a double personality, a rational and an irrational,
and their acceptance of the practice and theory of Srdddha as
indicative of a lower personality based on habit and not on
reason The Sraddha rite 1s founded on beliefs in the nature
and constitution of the world, such as are exhibited in the great
law-books of Manu and Yajfiavalkya. The cosmology which
it presupposes is also reconcilable with basic concepts of Indian
philosophy, ¢ g. the 1ideas of the nature and relation of the
individual soul to the Universal Soul, of @t#an to Paramitman,
of the cosmic law of Karma and of transmigration and rebirth
under the impact of Karma and of the nature of existence,
as well as the doctrine of the purusdrthas. The ultimate end
of all effort is to end re-birth, by overcoming the drag of
Karma. One who is ¢in debt’ (7#i) is handicapped in the
ascent to emancipation (moksa) Failure to perform appoint-
ed or enjoined duties (karma) implies being ‘1n debt’. The
debt to one’s ancestors is discharged only partially by marry-
ing and having a son to carry on the line, which itself is to
ensure the due performance of rites to ancestors in the form
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of pitr-tarpana and $raddha Further, the immanence of the
Supreme Being makes homage to any being in effect worship
of the Supreme Bemng. He who worships the {raddha-devatah
and the Manes does 1n reality worship only the Supreme Being
That this might not be forgotten in the formal expressions m
use in the $raddha this idea is explicitly stated, as in the
parisecana  manira, instead of “Om  Prandya svaha” the
expression “ Om Prandya Narayndya svaha” is used. In every
éraddha 1ts being equivalent to a $raddha done at Gaya, and
of the consumer of the offerings being Visnu as Gadadhara
is recited. This1s done specially by Vaisnavas of South
India.

The same idea is expressed in the Pur2nas and the
Mahabharata. Mitramiéra cites a verse from the great epic in
which Visnu says ¢ Know that I am the father, the
grandfather and the great-grandfather, to whom the ball
(p1nda) 1s offered, and I am also 1 the pinda so offered”
(Sraddhaprakasae, p. 11). Nandipurana has a verse
ident1fymng each of the three ancestors with one of the triple
forms (trimarti) of the Supreme Being (Ibid ,,p 11). The
four wuyihas of Visnu, wz  Aniruddha, Pradyumna,
Samkarsana and Vasudeva areeach identified with the performer
of the §raddha (kartd) the mane representing his father, that
representing his grandfather and the mane representing his
great-grandfather (Ibid, p 12). Every householder has to
perform the five yasfias daily, and one of them is the VaiSvadeva
which the performer of the §rdddha cannot omit even on the
éraddha day, though he must do it only after the Srdddha is
finished and before he takes his food. The offerings in this rite
consist of the food prepared for his own consumption, and after
a part 1s thrown into the fire as offerings to the gods etc the
remnants (of the paficayayiias) have to be given, according to
Apastamba (II, 9, 5) to animals, and even to candalas and
dogs. “The injunction 1n the paficayajfia to give water to the
manes, bals to the elementals, offerings to gods, food to guests
and the remnants of Vifvedeva to dogs, birds and outcastes,
involves two implications, w1z, permeation of all beings, both
in this life and beyond it by the Universal Spirit, and the duty
of those to whom hearths and homes have been given to
recognize in the common bond a debt to be discharged by daily
offerings which commemorate the obligation.” (Introduction
to Grhastha kanda, p 68).
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Classes of Sraddha (1I)

Twelve classes of Sraddhg are named by Vidvamitra and
described by the Bhawsyapurana  Sriddhas to be done daily,
and even with oblations of water in case of inability to do them
in the normal way, are termed Niiya Sraddhas 1t 1s one of
the five daily sacraments (paficayayia) It 1s to be offered to
the Manes (pitarah) in general, and the three immediate
ancestors and their wives receive otferings also in them. The
typeis described as one without Visvedevas (Vaivedeva-
whina). Namittika or occasional types are those for one
ancestor alone (ekoddistha)—the term applied to the annual
Sraddha for an ancestor. It 1s to be done without oblations to
gods (adamwrkam), and an odd number of persons should be fed
in 1t. The Kamya or voluntary class is for the attamnment of
a desired end (kamya), and it should follow the method of
the Parvana $rdddha or the ordinary ancestral type, 1n which
oblations areoffered to maternalas well as to paternal ancestors.
The Vrddhi-§raddha 1s offered on occasions of rejoicing, like
the birth of a son(putre-janmadis). In this type the rite should
be in the forenoon, and all movement should be from the left
to the right (pradaksina) and the sacred thread should be worn
on the left shoulder (upavitr) by performer. The Sapindana-
$raddha should have four separate vessels (patra) for the three
Manes (pitarah) and the deceased person (preta) respectively,
and the last should be dipped mto the vessels of the Manes, and
for the remainder of the rite the procedure (with maniras) of
tke normal parvana type should be followed, The Parvana or
«<ancestral’ §raddhae is done on new-moon days and the two
sankrantis, It is the commonest form and its perfomance 1s
enjoined on many special occasions, and 1s done for both lines
of ancestors. When a number of persons, who have to perform
a $raddha individually, elect to do it together ( gosthi), because
a number of suitable learned men are gathered together, whose
services can be utilized by doing the rite together, the
performers can save separate expenditure on the articles
needed. This view of Sankhadhara 1n regard to the purpose and
advantage of the Gogth? Sraddha is accepted by Laksmidhara
(p.7). Theadvantage istothe performers. But according toa
view cited by Rajkumar Sarvadhikari (p. 81) the combined
performance is for the convenience of the assembly of learned
Brihmanas gathered together on an occasion, when they have
all to do a §raddha with seperate cooking of food and gathering
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of necessary utensils and materials. When a number of
Brahmanas are fed ina rite of purification ($uddi) and a
Sraddha 1s then done, 1t 15 termed Suddiéraddha. The
Karmanga-§raddha 1s that done 1n the prelimmary part of an
important ceremony like nuptials (niseka), birth etc. The
description “niseka-kdle some ca’ 1s interpreted by Laksmidhara
as implying both Vedic and Smrti rites (Srauta-smarta). The
Darvika-§raddha 1s that done in honor of gods, with special
havis, The $raddha done when one startson a pilgrimage to
holy places (firtha-yatra) or again on re-entering the house on
return from the pilgrimage 1s termed Yaira-$raddha The last
type, known as Pusii-{rdddha 1s done when for restoration of
health indisease, and before taking medicines or preparing
medicine (rasayandds kartavye), and the Manes are propitiated

It is noteworthy that Laksmidhara’s citations and
commentary are reproduced or summarized by later writers
like Divakara (Srdddhacandrika, pp 5-7) and Nandapandita
(Sraddhakalpalata, pp 6—8)

Vyfidne$vara (Yajiia, I, 218) offers a classification of
Sraddhas, which 1s simpler; first into parvana (1e that done
for three ancestors 1in the Iine of ascent) and into ekoddista
(s e that done for only one deceased person); secondly, into
three classes, mtya (ordinary), nawmilttka (occasional) and
kamya (for a special object). [he first of these three is to be
performed on the happening of a fixed and determinable event,
like the New Moon (amd@vdsya), the second, naimtirka is that
which has to be done on the occurrence of an uncertain event,
like the birth of a son, or an eclipse; and the third, kémya is to
be done to attain a desired object or realize a wish. Some
of the twelve kinds can be regrouped under this classification,
but some will be on the border line, or can go into one class or
another,

Times for Sraddhas (Sraddha-kalah, I11)

One of the tests of a proper Srdddha is that it should be
performed at a prescribed time or occasion. These are care-
fully detailed, Even the performance of a Sraddha, ¢ when
the desire to do it,” outside the named times, occurs
($raddhamn prats-rucih). Gautama (15, 5) declares that the
prescription of an obligation to do a §rdddha at a particular
moment, is conditional on the availability of materials, holy
Brahmanas and the accessibility of a holy spot, and that if
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these are readily available, the performer need not wait for a
prescribed occasion to do the §raddhe but may do 1t at once.
Laksmidhara interprets the exemption as implying that the
performance of the $raddha rite on New Moon days etc, is
conditional on the person on whom the duty is laid being able
(fakta) to do it, by being free from disease (a@rogind) and
commanding the ingredients necessary for the rite (dravyadi-
yogim). If a person is really unable to do the rite, as for
example 1n the absence of these conditions (asdmarthye) he
does not 1ncur blame or face misfortune (p7atyavaya) by the
involuntary omussion (p 16). Certan general rules regarding
time are laid down., Sraddhas, except those done on the anni-
versary of a parent or ancestor, must be done during the dark
fortnight (apara-paksa). All $§raddhas should be done after
mid-day 1s past (apardhma). Where theie is freedom to
choose the day, the odd (ayugma) lunar day (#1th1) must be
chosen Srdaddhas, except when lunar eclipses occur (u#paraga
rahu-dar$ana), should not be done at the evening twilight
(sandhyayorubhayoh) or at night because, as Manu warns
(11L, 280) nights belong to the demons (rdksasak) or when
the sun has newly risen (surye acirodite) (p.23). The con-
dition that a §rdddha should not be done at the approach of the
night will be violated by the Pindapiir-yajfia rule that it should
be done when the rays of the setting sun are just visible over
the trees (apardhne adhivrksa-sirye va pinda-piir-yajiiena
caranti, Apastamba, I, 72) As this rite is done on New
Moon days, authorities like Karka have considered it to be a
subordinate part (anga) of that rite, while Jaimini declares it
to be an independent rite (Jasmimi-siitra, IV, 4.19-21) and
that it is not a subordinate part of the dar§a (New Moon)
sacrifice. This rite is intended for both the gods and the
Manes (pitarah) and balls of rice (pindah) are offered along
with a yajfia to both. Its nature has given room for much
scholastic discussion on the defimition of Sraddhs and the
determination of its essential features

The classical text enumerating the normal occasions on
which §raddhas have to be performed is that of Yajfavalkya
(1, 217-218), with which Laksmidhara begins his parva on
Sraddha-kala (p. 9). These verses enjoin §rdddhaon amavasya
(New-Moon days), the eighth (astakd) day of the dark fort-
nights of iwo seasons, femanta or $isira (1 e. from the middle of
December to the middle of Apiil), the dark fortnight (in the
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months of Bhadrapada-ASvina 1 e. September-October) known
as Mahalaya or Pitrpaksa, the two solstices (ayanadvaya, ¢ e.
daksindyana and uttardyana), the two equinoxes (visuvat ie.
about the third week of March and September), and the entry
of the sunon a sign of the zodiac (stryasamkramah), when the
moon in the course of the month reachesthe seventeenth division
of 1ts path known as vyatipaia, and when 1t is in the asterism
Magha while the sun 1s 1 the asterism Hasta, (Gajacchaya,)
and eclipses of the sun and the moon. The asiakas_are
reckoned by Vifianeévara, following ASdvaldyana, as four,
whereas Raghunandana, takes them as only three Laksmidhara
cites Visnu-smris to show that the agstakas are only three (#isro
astakdh, p. 10). - He also adds, on the same authorily, three
anyastakah and the thirteenth mn Prostapada month, and in
Magh, which Laksmidhara interprets as Full-Moon day,
and the two seasons of Vasanta and Sarat (i.. middle
of April to middle of June, and the muddle of October
to the middle of December) Yajfiavalkya enjoins the perfor-
mance of §raddha during Vrddhi, which Apararka (p 9inf)
illustrates by the Vedic rites in marriage (vivaha etc ) and the
birth g{ a son. He also enjoins the performance, when the
mood comes on one to do 1t (prats ructh), and the necessary,
Brahmanas and materials for the rite become available.
Visnusmrty describes wrddh as abkyudaya, and adds the natal
asterisms of the performer, his son and wife to the occasions
when Sraddha must be done, forin the words of Prajapati,
«they are the constant (miyan) days for the performance of
$raddhas” (p. 10) Laksmidhara cites Manu for the duty of
doing every, month, in the evening following the performance
of the New Moon (amadvasya) $raddha, the Pindapiir-yajiia
(p. 10) and proceeds to describe the rite itself (p. 111-13) in
detaul.

While the performance of §raddhas on all such occasions 1s
an obligation to be discharged without any expectation of a
reward, spectal merit and consequential good attach to the doing
of éraddhas m special pertods (e.g. Mahalaya or Pifrpaksa), on
spectfied asterisms and tithis, and in places like Gaya,and
(accordmng to Laksmidhara) Varanasi (Kaéi, p. 19) similar
benefits are held to spring from offering of honey, and flesh of
certain animals during §raddha. Gaya is pre-eminently the place
for the performance of §raddha, and even in the ritual followed
for the annual §raddhas, the rite is called “Gayasraddha” and

2
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the performer walks in the direction of Gaya Daily §raddha
(ahar-ahar) should not be done, according to Nandapandita
(p. 11), during the pir-paksa Unlike Nandapandita and later
writers, who disapprove of the offering of flesh m
§raddhas, and explain away the numerous smri: dicta enjoining
the offering of flesh of various animals as specially acceptable
to the Manes, by declaring that they relate to other cycles of
Time and are interdicted i Kaliyuga (cf Sraddha-Kalpalata,
p. 56), Laksmidhara makes no such qualification to the dicta
that he cites enjoining the use of meat 1n §raddha

Ramyasraddha-kalah (IV Parva)

The optional nature of Kamya §raddha makes for selec-
tion of an appropriate time for its celebration, as it 1s not
fixed as in the case of the nitye and nawmitirtka rites. To aid
in the selection of the proper time 1n relation to the benefit
aimed at, the results that follow performance on each of the
days of the moon’s transit (tithi) and asterism are given in
smrtis. They are collected 1n the fourth parva of Sraddha-
kanda (pp. 23-29). A comparison of the citations will show
that different results are indicated by different authorities for
doing the rite on the same f1t4s or naksaira. Thus by domg
the §raddha on the first day after full moon (as §raddhas must
be done in the dark fortnight only), the benefit according to
Katyayana is obtaining women (striyall), while according to
Manu 1t is male progeny, and according to Ai)astamba. it is
daughters, and wealth according to Brahmapurana (p.27).
Similarly if 1t is done on the twelfth lunar day (dvada$i) the
results according to Katyayana, Manu, Apastamba, Harita,
Vispu and Paithinasi are wealth and grain (dhana-dhanyam),
gold (jatarapa), cattle, prospenity ($77), gold and silver and
land respectively. The differences should be treated as

indicating any one of the results foreshadowed, and should
not be treated as inconsistencies,

Sraddha-deSah (V Parva)

The efficacy of a $raddha is enhanced by its being done in
places of special sanctity. This leads to a collection of dicta-~
indicating sacred rivers, sands, hills, hermitages etc, number-
ing about two hundred. The Iist is 1llustrative and the
number can be increased from the Puranas. A $riddha done
in such a holy spot 1s said to be millions of times more effica-
cious than if done at home (p. 40). Laksmidhara observes
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(p. 40) that the catalogue of such sacred spots is to direct the
inhabitants of any area to perform $riddhas at the holy place
nearest their residence (p 40). But in regard to certain
sacred streams like Gangd, Yamun3, Sarasvail and Narmads,
sacred lakes like that at Puskara, famous spots Iike Kadi,
Kuruksetra and Gaya, the merit 1n doing $raddhas in those
spots is so transcendent that they must be regarded as specially
recommended to all.  Gaya and the aksaya-vate (the undying
tree) near it are specially recommended for the performance of
Sraddhas In fact its value as a #irtha rests almost solely on
this aspect The indication of places of special sanctity for
doing §raddhas at, is coupled with a general and specific
recommendation to reject certain areas. First, §riddhas should
not be done in any area in which the system of varndsrama
has disappeared (pranastasramavarna). Such areas are
treated as mlccchadeSa, unfit for Aryan occupation. The king-
dom of TriSanku (to the north of the Mahanadi and south of
Kikata), Karaskara, Kalinga, and the countries to the north
of the Sindhu (Indus) river are specifically banned. The
warning of Nandapandita should he noted , the indication
of holy #irthas does not necessitate one’s doing §raddhas only n
those places , they have special sanctity but those who are
unable to journey to them can still obtam full merit (punya)
by performing {raddhas 1n their own places. (p. 40, Note).

Sraddha Oblations (Havimsi) [Parva VT

The efficacy of a sacrifice 1s dependent among other
things on the use of proper substances as oblations (havis).
According to Gobhila the chief Zavis 15 barley (yava), and rice
if barley is unavailable, and if both are not available, curds,
milk, milkgruel (Yawagu) and even water may be poured into
the fire. There 1s a specific prohibition agamst the use of
certain cereals like mdsa (black-gram), kodrava and gaura, A
verse quoted by Nardyana, the commentator on Afvalayana-
Grhyasitra (I, 9, 6) mentions ten substances as fit for hawis,
g, mulk, curds, gruel (yavigu) clarified butter (sarpis),
cooked rice and husked rice (odang-tandula), flesh (mamsa),
sesame o1l and water. Manu mentions as a havss,, (II, 272)
the food of hermits (munyannani), which is interpreted by
Laksmidhara (inf.p.42) as forest rice (wiwara). He also
mentions payasg, aliquid preparation of milk and sugar as a
havis,
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In $raddhas there 1s a homa (fire-rite) in which oblations
to gods and the Manes are offered in the fire, Thereisa
general prohibition against the use of flesh as a fire oblation
(Kane, IT, p. 681) The gods receive their offerings through
the fire ; and they as well as the Manes through the ¢ mouth
of Brihmanas” (Brahmand-mukha). The Brihmana is,
according to a Vedic dictum, Fire (Agni-Vaiévanara), and
one should, therefore, sacrifice 1 Brahmanas’s right hand
(Tatt Br.II1,7,3). The description by Manu (IV, 117)
that the hand of the Brdhmana is his mouth (panyasyo ks
dvijas-smrtap) as pointed out by Medhatithi, makes the
feeding of a Brihmana and giving him a doksing on that

account equal (Sraddha bhojanam itan-mmuttan ca dravya-
grahanam tulyam).

Accordingly, the term hawmgsyani mn $raddha-ritul includes
not only the ordinary oblations to the Fire like clarified butter

and cooked barley or rice, but all edible substances that are
specially recommended or not interdicted.

Flesh of many kinds seems to have been 1n use in Sraddhas
and they are held in nibandhas as nterdicted in Kaliyuga. In
the section on hkagvis Laksmidhara has collected many texts
to show the relative value as Sradaha food (or ‘“oblation ”
metaphorically) of many kinds of meat, fish and fowl. Itis
noteworthy that the use of meat is not obligatory. In indicat-
ing the relative periods of satisfaction to the Manesby different
kinds of food, Manu states that articles used by hermit
(munyannam) afford < endless satisfaction” (anantyam).
This is consistent with Manu’s position in regard to flesh-
eating.

Madhy (honey) and sesamum seed (fila) the latter in
heaps—are specially recommended for $raddha

Laksmidhara concludes this section (parva) with the
following pointed remarks :

«« Wherever the specification of a special good result
(phalavisega) is made in regard to a substance to be used as
havis (food) in a $rdddha, it is a 1ecommendation only to
those who seek that goold result (guna-phalarihinah). Where
no special benefits are specified to a substance, it isto be
regarded as a constant factor in §rdddha performance and the
rite will be regarded as incomplete without its use. Ordinarily
the lineaments of a sraddha are completed by the use in it of
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substances that are commonly recommended, as far as obtaina-
ble. If articles so recommended are unobtamable, substances
that are not prescribed and at the same time, are not forbidden,
may be treated as equal to substances that are prescribed for
use The substitute (pratimidii) of any forbidden substance
1s equally interdicted, and cannot be wused. Where a
special benefit phalavisesa is attached to a substance,
that special benefit 1s m addition to the completion of the
features of a §raddha, and substances like the flesh of cows and
buffaloes which are recommended only for special advantage
(phalanSesartham), can be used only by those who desire those
special results and by no others, who only desire to complete a
§raddha 1n the ordinary way The meat of buffaloes and the
like, which are neither recommended nor rejected, may still be
used 1n the absence of articles thatare prescribed for use.
The satisfaction of Manes for short or long periods by the use
as hawisya of certain substances 1s great or small according to
the nature of the articles precribed.” (snf pp 49-53) Sraddha
1s an enjoined rite and to do 1t is a duty, 1o be done irrespective
or without the expectation of any reward (mskamya-karma), in
the true spirit of Dharma It is needless, therefore, to go in
for such special Zazss It may be noted that the passages dealing
with pertods of satisfaction following the use of flesh of many
animals, like the rhinoceros, (Zhadga-mamsa), are all brought
by Laksmidara in the parva on Kdamya-kerma In the true
spirtt of Dharma, a Kamya-sraddha 1s an inferior act, kamya-
§raddha follows the ritual but not the spirit of true Sraddha

Things to be Rejected (Varjyans) (Parva VI-A)

Laksmidhara cites verses to show that black gram, wheat
and barley among grains, hquorice (madhukae), asafoetida
(rématam), camphor, (karparam), jaggery (gudam), rock-salt
(samndhavam) and pepper (marica) are specially valuable for
§raddha (pp 47-48). Clarified butter should be so served
that it overflows the vessels of the Brahmanas who are guests
(p 49). It may be noted that while buffalo milk 1s interdicted,
buffalo gheeis commended Pdyasam, a preparation of cow’s
milk, sugared and loaded with covked wheat or rice, is said by
Devipurana (Sraddhacandrika, p 22) to be equal to all eatables
(sarvannadah saca prokiah yena dattam tu pdyasam) The passsge
of the Mahabharata (p 52) which condemns fsigu or asafoetida
among resinous substance 1s explained, in relation to its sancti-
on for use¢ in Sraddha m other works thus: “It cannot be given
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in 1ts mnatural state but is allowable if it forms part of the
preparation (m cooking) o something else (p 53)”. Divikara
(Sraddhacandrikd, p. 24) reconciles the prescription and
rejection of asafoetida as giving a discretion (wzikalpa) to the
user He also states that certain authorities construe the
interdiction to apply onmly to white asafoetida (Svetahingu)
Whatever food substances are ordinarily unallowed are also
disallowed for §raddhas 1In a Sloka cited by Aparirka (p
241) such articles are divided into four classes 12 those
which are bad by nature (jatdusta) eg garlic (gnifijanam),
those which are bad by lapse of time (&aladusta), such as stale
food, those which are bad by undesirable or impure contact
(samsargadusta) and those which cause disgust (sahrllekha).
Food substances that emit a bad smell (durgandha) or are
foamy (phenila) like those with hair in them, are forbidden
even for ordinary consumption, and much more so in §raddha
(p. 54). Water in tanks dug by outcastes 1s forbidden for
use 1n §raddha (p 54) Food covered with a cloth after cooking
cannot be served also. Articles begged specially for the sake
of Manes (putryartham me prayccha) should not be used (p.
54). The wood-apple (kapittha) cannot be used for the
Manes Cooked food on which salt is sprinkled after cooking
is rejected (p. 54). Among articles normally allowed
which are rejected for $§rdddha may be mentioned cummin
seed (jirakam), artificial salt, brinjals (vartdka) and the grey
gourd (ka#smanda) Any article, like a vegetable, of which
part has already been used (upabhukia) cannotbe used
in Sraddha.

Sraddha Guests (Parva VII)

The devotion (§raddha) which is the essential mental
attitude of the person doing a $§raddha rite should be reflected
in the care with which those asked to preside over the rite,
and those who after it is over are treated as guests (atithayah).
The qualities which are most desirable in persons to be treated
as Briliamanas officiating in the ceremony itself, as representing
the Manes and Visvedevas, and the features which should lead
to their summary rejection are dealt with in the next four
parvas (7 to 10). To begin with a close examination of the
fitness of the Brahmana to be ivited 1s enjoined before a
$raddha invitee 1s approached. In the same way persons
possessed of the requisite noble ancestry, learning and
character aie regarded as priceless, As the officiating
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Brihmanas the former 1f of the highest qualty are termed
¢« the wealth of the Sriddha” (Sraddha-sampat), while the
presence of even one or two such persons in a row of guests is
held to purify the whole line of diners (pankis), and they are
accordingly described as pankiipdwanah (purifiers of guest-
rows) Whena person claiming to be 2 Brdhmana presents
himself for food or at a sacred place of pilgrimage, to officiate
1n a rite there the scrutiny of his qualifications (pariksa) is
forbidden (p 56, note 3), but such scrutiny 1s specially enjoin-
ed 1n selecting a Brahmana for a $§raddhe, by Manu himself
(111, 149). Such an exammation is necessary, as the merit of
the rite 1s proportional to the learning and sanctity of the
mvitees who are torepresent m it the gods and the Manes.
Even in regard to the persons so selected, the competence 1s not
equal for representing the deva and puér-varnas  Thus, while
a young man, who possesses the qualification is eligible, he
should not be put to a putr-varna. Gautama cites the view of
«some” (¢ke, p. 60) “the age of the guest shall be proper-
tionate to that of the Manes.”” The commentator on Gautama
explains the dictum thus 1n honor of the father a young man
is to be invited, in honor of the grand-father an old man,
and in honor of the great-grandfather a very old man.”
Laksmidhar1 gives this explanation of the rule. when the
father etc, died in old age, and a representative as guest has
to be chosen, he should be equal 1n age to the deceased (p. 60)

Maskari, however, limits the rule only to the rite of sapindi-
karana (p 60) Among persons of equal qualifications the
older, and among persons of equal age the poorer are to be
preferred for a Sraddha, according to Apastamba (p. 61).
Between persons of equal good birth (kula) and learning
(§ruta), he who is uncovetous should be preferred, or he who
has stayed longest 1n the house of his teacher (ciravasi, p. 62).

The scrutiny should be not merely of the personal
equpment of the person but of his ancestry for at least
three generations (d#@radeva parikseta, p. 56). Manu forbids
invitations to relations or friends, when other qualified
persons are available, as that would be making use of a §raddha
to gain friendship or strengthen it (III, 138-142,, p. 74 f.).
Learning and birth are neutralized by the practice of astrology,
according to a verse of Yama cited by Laksmidhara (p. 62).
Like the rejection of the Vedic expert, who makes a living by
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teaching the Veda for money, this 1s a rejectton of a profes-
sional element

A $rotriya explamned by Kulldka (p. 57) as one who has
studied the Sama Veda alone, 1s most eligible. A good
choice benefits the giver, the guest, the gods and the Manes
Those who have mastered the first three Vedas are very
eligible Such terms indicating qualifications as trsauparnah,
Jyesthas@magah and paficdgmuh are explained by Laksmidhara
in less exacting terms than by Hemadr: (p. 58) A verse of
Brhaspat: (which 1s an arthavadae) states that the three
immediate ancestors are respectively placated by personshaving
qualifications 1n the three Vedas respectively (p 58) Sitatapa
makes a special plea for the master of the fourth Veda also
(p. 59), which 1s significant, asit deals with spells and
incantations and 1s usually looked down on Gautama lays
stress on personal appearance also (Riapasampanna, p 60).
Good disposition (sadhu) is emphasized by Vasistha (p, 60).
One under pupillage cannot be invited to officiate Ascetics
(yai) and one who is an expert 1n Yoga (yoga-vit) are sug-
gested by Vasistha (p 60) and the Matsyapurana (p 62) 1If
all others fail, even close relations like the grandson, father-in-
law, the maternal uncle and the son-in-law (z1tpafz) and a
teacher may be invited (p 62) Ordinarily they are notto
be invited. -

Exceptionally Qualified Guests (Parva VIII)

Persons of exceptional learning, good birth or personal
sanctity and strictness in adherence to the enjoined duties are
deemed to radiate all round them a purifying nfluence, which
extends to all fellow guestssitting with them in a row
(panikii). One who is so designated is thus the exceptionally
superior Brahmana, Naturally such a person will be an
admirable asset for a §raddha, if he does not come under one
of the excluded categories, in spite of his personal merit. Thus
among those excluded from $raddha participation are persons
of the same goirg such as being of the same gotra or near
relations. But they can bein the wider category of guests.
Conversely, if no others are available with the high qualities
described to preside over the §rdddha, one with less qualification
can be invited rather than allow the §raddha to fail. But such
persons are not of the class of panktipavanas Laksmidhara’s
devoting a long parvato the high qualities of this class of
Brahmana is following the great smrtis. It is indirectly of
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value as showing the exalted ideals kept before the Brihmana,
who 1s not to depend only on his birth, and not personal merit,
to find casual feeding, and become a social parasite.

Some of the qualities that are indicated may be noted. a
householder to be of this class should scrupulously follow the
regimen of his @§rama. Thus he should not fail to approach his
wife 1n her fertile pertod (riu) (rtukalabhigamsi, p. 69). His
mother must have been married when she was a gauri, 1.e. not
over eight years of age at marriage (p 70). Erudition
includes Nitisastra (p 71). As a householder he should not
care for gifts (pratigrahamsneha, p. 65), The Sannydasin and
the yogn are exalted above those of equal qualifications. Moral
qualities are not less vital than birth, learning and the perfor-
mance of sacrifices and enjoined ritual to complete one’s
qualification for being counted in this exalted class.

Persons to be Excluded from Sraddha, Varjyah, (ParvaIX)

Certain persons must be excluded from invitation to
officiate as Brahmanas in Sraddhas. They are termed var;yah.
Certain persons are regarded as so bad that their presence in a
line of guests pollutes the line, (panikirdiisakih) and they are
styled persons unfit to sit in the line (aparnkieyah). There is
a small element of difference between the two. Certain persons,
who are otherwise eligible, if their birth, learning and character
are considered, may have to be rejected ordinarily from
invitation to officiate in §raddha. Thus, Manu (74) prohibits
the feeding (s.e. as Brahmana) the friend and the foe and
explains that their presence will make the ceremony futile, So
are near relations, like the maternal uncle, the son-in-law and
others, as well as persons of the same goira and prgvara,
according to a verse of Kirmapurana cited in Sraddha-candrika
(p. 18), for according to Gargya (cited in Hemddri) «$raddha
oblation (havis) is like a virgin (kanya)” i.e. not to be given
to one of the same goira or pravara (Yatha kanyatathd havikh).
One otherwise excellent, whose wife is pregnant (garbhini)
cannot be invited to officiate (I:d., p 19). A person regarded
as a panktidisaka or apankieya is of course unfit to officiate as
a chief guest in a §raddha. Thus, one whose wife is in menses
(raktambarg) 1s among the latter according to Laksmidhara
(p. 93);this follows the rule that for a religious rite or
sacrifice husband and wife must officiate together, and if one is
disqualified (as a menstruous wife will be) the other canmot
officiate, But in a §raddha, the ceremony must go on, even if

3
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the wife of the officiant is impure. This 1s the practice. Not
only does a panktidiisaka pollute a line of guests by sitting with
them but even 1f he sees them eating they become polluted and
must stop eating. (Manu, III, 176, p 96). Every pankti-
diigaka isineligible for a $§raddha; but every person who is
excluded (warjya) from a S$raddha is not a panktidisaka
Some of those excluded from §raddhae guestship may be named.
The Brakmana who does not study the Veda (anadhiyanah),
who follows a low occuption (h#navrth) e g. living by snaring
fowl, beasts or by fishing, who is the servant of a Siidraora
king’ or is the village beggar (gramaydcaka), who *sells the
Veda” (i.e. teaches it for a fee), who teaches the Veda to those
whose upanayana has not been done, who does not perform the
prescribed fire rites or who makes a living by practising jugglery
or “magic” (sndra-jala). One who suffers from any of the eight
sin-caused diseases” (asta-paparogah) must be dropped. The
eight arestated as mnsanity (unmada), skin-disease (leucoderma
and leprosy), consumption (rdjayaksma), asthma (Svdsa),
diabetes (madhu-prameha), bhagandara (dropsy and asmari).

The idea is that they result from evil action in a past birth,
Like birth in a low wvarpe or in animal or vegetable form,
such diseases reflect past badness, Itis regarded as best to
avoid contact with the persons so suffering They are objects
of compassion but not thereby entitled to be admitted to
§raddha or Sraddha-pankii, The dumb, the congenitally blind
person, the deformed, the cripple, the person who has more
or fewer angas (limbs) are all excluded similarly. Such
persons are helpless. Those who are moral derelicts stand in
a different footing , their rejection is demanded by their bad
conduct. The adulterer, the person who profits by his wife’s
adultery, he who marries before his older brethren (parivetr,)
the unchaste acolyte (awvakirp:), the drunkard (madyapa),
the husband of a Siidra wife (§#drapati), the usurer (inclu-
ding 1n 1t the black-marketer), the miser, the habitual slanderer,
the betrayer of friends (muiradruk,) the Brahmana who
deserts his parents, wife and children and preceptor, the thief,
the wrdtya one who has passed the maximum dage without
upangyana and the open athiest (ndst1ka) The six types of
sex impotents (kl7bah) are excluded on the same ground as
the persons suffering from ¢ diseases caused by past sins.”
The person who sails over the sea, and the sorcerer are also
to be rejected. (p. 80).



INTRODUCTION 1€

The Unfit for Commensality (A-pankteyah, Parva X)

The list of persons declared unfit to sit in a dinner row
overlaps that of the excluded persons It is more extensive
in one sense Among this class are, for instance, persons whc
aim at kingship (rd@sirakdamah), because a Brihmapa cannot
be a king, the cattle dealer (pasuvikrayi), the gambler, the
perjured witness (katasdkst) the anchorite who has renounced
the monastic life (pravrayydvasitah) the reviler of parents
and wife, the person whose teacher 1s his own son (sutdcaryah)
the exasoboteur (parasvanam nasakah), the hater of the Vede
and of Brihmana (brahmadvit), the son who carries on a dis
pute with his father ( pitra-vivadamanah), the astrologer and the
carrier of corpses for money (pretanirydtakah). Among thest
condemned personsare the professional temple priest (dezalaka)
the purohita (domestic priest, who works for money, p. 85)
the seller of men (1 e slave dealer), the outcaste (pafita) anc
the person who acts as priest to outcastes ( patsta-purohita) anc
the astrologer (syotisaka) Persons of questionable origm
like the son of a1 uamarried girl (enadhdpuira), and the sor
of a remarriel woman (paunarbhavah) The lascivious hus
baad (p. 93) 1s condemned equally with the husband who doe.
not approach his wife during riv The Brahmana who has taker
as an additional wife a $idra woman, and begets a son on her
while neglecting h. ciste-consort, is rejected along witl
persons whose ancestry is unknown (avijfiatapitrvah) Amony
those who are condemned as unworthy of commensality is he
who cooks for himself alone (¢ ¢ who does not entertamn guest:
or makes food to be offered to the gods and Manes) and wh
forgets the Veda he has learned by neglecting it (adhifa
wismrta). A Brahmana who lives a whole year depending fo
water on a well in the village is to be rejected as slipping fron
his varna (p 99). The Brahmana profiteer (p. 99) 1s rejecte
also. The catalogue 1s not exhaustive and digests add to th
number of persons who are undesirable as guests Fo
example, the Karmawmpakasamgraha is quoted in Sraddhaka
palata (p. 44) for excluding from $raddha repasts the perso
who corresponds to the modern elementary school teache
(aksarapatakah), the person suffering from elephantiasi
(sthialacaranah, slipadi) and the person whose ears have no
been bored (aviddhakarnah), while Sumantu (inf. p. 90
excludes paustika, the seller of books (pustaka vikretd) i.e. th
professignal hookseller. He whao obstructs a gift (pradana
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nivdrakah) is among those excludedby Yama (Sraddhakalpa-
latd, p.45), and it must be taken more as a warning to persons
not to hinder acts of munificence than as technical exclusion
from §raddha Learning from books has been looked down
upon 1n ancient India (see Kane, HDS., II p.347), and the sale
of books encourages book learning.

Nimantrana, Numantranamyamasca (Parva XI)

The Brihmanas who are to officiate in a §raddha should
be invited to do soina due form After they accept the
mvitation they have to observe certain inhibitions. The
formal invitation is termed mimanirapam, and the term is
popularly used as a synonym for §raddha, showing the importance
attached to it as an essential feature of the rite, The invitation
proper is preceded by an intimation of the approaching rite,
mwedana The invitation has to be made the preceding day,
but if that 1s not possible, it should be given on the morning of
the Sraddha itself. It has to be made with due solemnity, after
personal purification by baths etc (Sucth), in a spirit of
devotion and with a controlled and calm mind (p 103). The
invitees should have the necessary birth, bodily, personal and
ethical qualifications (p. 103). The number to be invited
depends on one’s ability to feed a number, but it should be an
uneven number (ayugmdn). Normally the invited persons
should not be of the gotra and pravara of the performer of the
$raddha (Sraddha-krt). Ascetics, who come unexpectedly in
search of cooked food as alms (bhiksirtham), about the time,
may be “fed”, i.e, utilized in the $§raddha ceremony (p. 104). A
dual number of persons should be invited to take the place of
the “gods” (Vi$vedevas and an odd number to take the place
of the Manes; 7 e,, if the number invited is only three, one will
be set apart for the Manes, and two for the “gods*’. In South
Indian practice, one of the latter is set apart for the Visvedevas
and the other for Vignu, who is styled “ §raddha-samraksaka,”
the protector of the $rdddha. The invitees should be given
branches for cleaning their teeth. The house in which the
ceremony is to be done should be washed and daubed with
cowdung. Apastamba (p., 105) rules that there should be
three invitations to the same person, the first on the day previ-
ous, the second on the morning of the day of the rite, and the
third when the invitees are to be called to sit for food.
(p. 105); for, # in Sraddhas everything should be done thrice



INTRODUCTION 21

(tnhprayam).” The invitee’s right knee should be clasped by
the nviter, who should say “ You are invited by me” and then
he must make the invitee hear the rules he must observe
(niyaman $ravayet) - “You should observe and so should I
personal purity scrupulously and we should be contment
during the night” (p. 105). The Manes hear the invitation and
in aerital form eat the food along and then return to their
illustrious world unseen by mortals, (p. 105). The performer
should starve till the ceremony is finished (Apastamba, on p.
106). The invitees, after accepting the invitation, should
«eat with restraint” (#yatdhara), observe sex resraint (even
if their wives are “in season”), be truthful, avoid any
travelling or physical exertion, abstain from conjugality (even
embracing their wives), and conversing gaily and, suspend
Vedic study, and not accept food from any one but the inviter
till the rite is over (p. 107), for, the moment the invitation is
accepted, the Manes enter the bodies of the nvitees (pitarah-
samwiSanti, p. 106). One who has accepted an mvitation
cannot, at the peril of losing his merit acquired in a year, accept
another invitation (p. 107). A host who fails to honor an
invitee is reborn as an animal. The invitee should not delay
his attendance (na cirakari, p, 108).

Among the Manes, different setsareto be honored or
invoked (dhwvanam) by members of the different varnas., Thus
the Somapa group (gana) are those for Brahmanas, the
Havirbhuy for Ksatriyas, the Asyapa for Vaidyas and the
Sukalms for §idras. They are respectively the children of
Bhrgu (Kavi), the Havirbhujs of Angiras, the Ajyapasof
Pulastya, and the Sukalins of Vasistha, four of the ten
primeval sages created by Manu (Manusmyt, 1, 35) Other
groups of the Manes, viz., the Agnidagdha, the Anagnidagdha,
the Kivya, the Barhisads, the Agnigvatta, and the Saumya are
to be invoked for $§raddhas by Brihmanas alone (Many, I1I,
199, onp. 111). A different enumeration by Harita is also
given by Laksmidhara (p. 111). He concludes the parva with
the remark that at the time of invocation the deceased ancestors
are to be mentally contemplated in the forms of the Manes
appropriate to the varna of the performer of the §raddha.

Prelsminary Rites on Sraddha day (Parves XII and XIIT)

A $raddha must be done only in the afternoon of the day
on which its performance is due, and must begin at kutapa-kala,
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i.e. the 8th muharta of the day, the duration of a muhiirta being
48 minutes, or two nddis. This and the next four muhirias
are best for doing the §raddha. Kutapa is explained etymologi-
cally by the Mitaksara (1, 226) as sin (kum) killer (tapatr).

The invited Brihmanas must arrive in the morning, with
their nails pared and hair shaved, and must be received
ceremoniously by the performer of the rite They must be
made to stand on mandalas, smeared with cowdung, and
offered a welcome with the words “svdgatam” have their
feet well washed with cowdung, ghee and water, and be given
arghye. Adfter the reception, they must be given oil (afijanam)
for their bath. The reception should take place outside the
house in which the $§rdddha is to be done When the guests
return after their oil-bath they must again be received in the
same manner and let into the house, where the ceremonies
will begin. A third formal reception of the kind must take
place before the guests are taken inside to sit for their food
In common practice nowadays, the three are combined into one,
and made to come on the occasion last specified. The guests,
it may be noted should have finished their morning kriyas
before arriving at the performer’s house. Meantime, the
performer should have got ready for the ceremony, by bathing,
wearing pure and white clothing, purifying himself with
dcamana etc , and finish the morning rites before the fire, along
with his wife The place where the $rdddia has to be done
must be swept, cleaned and well-rubbed down with cowdung
and white clay (Sveta-mrt)  According to Vispusmris
(p- 120) the guests must be first received in the forenoon if the
ceremony falls in the white fortnight (Suklapaksa) and in the
afternoon if it 1s in the dark fortnight (krsnapaksa). Sesame
seed should be scattered all over the places used, as it is
credited with the power to drive away demons (asura)

(p. 117.)

Much space is devoted in special treatises on Sraddha to
such matters as the selection of a suitable place for doing the
rite, the kinds of darbha or kusa grass to be collected and their
form, the other ingredientsor instruments for the rite, the mate-
rials of which the cooking vessels must be made, as also the
vessels in which the food should be served (parivesana-patram),
or eaten (bhojanapdirani), the sorts of flowers, incense,
scents, unguents, the timber of which the planks on which the
guests are to be seated may or may not be made, their proper
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covering (asanam) the kinds of cloth for presentation, the
type of umbrellas to be given, etc. The rules in regard to these
will apply to all sacred rites, and are accordingly omitted by
Laksmidhara. What is so collected (sampadita) for a $raddhg
is $raddha-sampat (p 128, note) Manu catalogues these as
the afternoon, sesame seed, darbhe grass,a proper place for
celebration (vasiu) and its being made fit, a spirit of liberality
in dispensing food etc (srsiih), the proper cooking of tasty
food (mrstth) and eminent Brihmanas are the real “riches”
(sampadah) of Sraddha (p 127). As regards the place in
which the rite should be done, Laksmidhara cites texts to
condemn the performance in places not owned by the per-
former, as the Manes of the owner of such a place get the merit
of therite (p 116) Forests, mountains, riversand similar
places that are in individual ownership are commended as
fittest, where one’s own house is unavailable (p 116). The
supply of seats to the invitees should be accompanied by gifts
of the skin of the black antelope (asina) for covering the seats.
Those invited to officiate as “gods’ should be seated facing
north, and be supplied with darbhas 1n pairs, while those who
represent the Manes should be seated facing south and be given
single darbha. They should be so seated as not to touch one
another (p 118). For the representation of the gods, the
selected invitees should be 1n pairs, and mn odd numbers for
those that represent the Manes, as they have to represent three
generations of ancestors (p. 120). They should observe
silence, when seated, for breach of the rule will mean the loss
of the $§raddha (p.121). Haradatta lays down that only
Brahmanas should be fed at $§rdddha, not even learned
Ksatriyas possessing the requisite learning, purity, etc. (p. 122,
note). Harlta justifies the placing of the representative of the
gods (wiSvedeval) facing north on the ground that they are
the protectors of the §raddha (raksakaf) and so should face
the Manes whom they are to guard (p. 124). If only one
Brahmana is available, he should be made to represent the
Manes, and the place of the gods should be occupied by darbka
and the food (naivedya) should be placed in front of it.

Hospitality wn Sraddha, Atthyam (Parva XIV)
Casual hospitality in a §raddha should be extended to
Brahmanas who come as guests, and particularly to ascetics
accompanied by acolytes (bramacarinah). They are regarded
as “Lords’ (i.e. owner) of all cooked food” (pakvanng
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svamman), for neither stage (d@Srama) permits its members to
cook food for themselves but compels them to seek it from
householders. Such casual guests whether ascetics or house-
holders (p 134) should be fed with the permission of the
invited Sraddha guests (bra@hmanarabhyanujfiatah), accord-
ing to Manu.

Those to be kept away from Sraddha,
Apasaniyah (Parva XV')

The purity of the preparations and the ritual of the
$raddha are held to be ruined by contact or even being seen
or touched by certain animals and persons, and they are
accordingly to be kept away (darateh parwarjayet). Among
human beings those who are not to be allowed to touch, or
see the food being prepared, served or eaten or witness, even
from a distance of the fire rite of the ceremony, are outcastes,
eunuchs, persons suffering from “sinful disease” (paparoga),
the husband of a vrsals (an elastic term which includes many
types of women), the Sidra, the atheist (#dstika), and the
nagnae (a term mnterpreted as meaning ‘those who haveabandon-
ed the Vedas (vedaparitydginah, p. 139), like Jamnas and the
like, an adulteress (pumcali) and a woman in her courses
(rajasvala). Certain animals are also not to see or in any way
contact the rdddha food, ingredients, guests, etc., e.g, village
swine, cocks, dogs, cats, and crows. The list is to caution the
performer of a $§riddha to have the ceremony done 1n a place
in which such animals or persons will not come near.

Some Sraddha Techmque, Vidhi-paribhasa (Parva XVI)

A short chapter is devoted to the indication of some
important rules (zidhi) to be observed in different types of
§raddha. This is preliminary to the consideration of such types
later. First, as to the inclusion of the vifvedevas 1n the invo-
cation and worship. The daily $raddha, the ekoddista (““for one
person”) at the eleventh day after death should be done
without the ViSvedevas ; all other §raddhas should include the
gods, as without the “gods” the demons rob the $raddka
(p. 141). 1In a $§raddha of the gods (daiva-$raddha), nothing
should be used without first having water sprinkled on it
with due mantras and articles should be taken from the
north side of the sacrificial enclosure and thrown to the south
of it (p. 141). To the twice-born the rite in honor of the
Manes is more important than that in honor of the gods
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but offerings made first to the gods are not indicative of the
1elative importance of the two, but show that it 1s to fortify
the §raddha by obtaining the protection of the gods (Manu, p
142) for the demons will “devour” the {riddha which is
without such protectton. Brahmanas who are to represent the
Viévedevas must be invited, received and fed first but dismissed
after those who represent the Manes (Medhatithi, p. 142,
note) In rites to the Manes, the sacred thread (yajfiopavita)
should be over the right shoulder, and the circling must be
from the right to the left (apasavya). In homage to the
Vi$vedevas, the right knee should be bent, and in that to the
Manes the left knee.

Brhaspati enumerates the Vidvedevas as ten, Though
addressed collectively, they are individually approched for
certain types of §raddha. Thus, Kratu and Daksa are invoked
in Isti, Satya in Nandi, Vasu in Natmuttika, and in the
annual Nawmutttika, in which the $raddha is in honor of one
ancestor (ekoddigta) but 15 done with the Fire rite asin
Parvana-§raddha, both Kila and Kima, in KamyaSraddha
Dhuri and Rocana and in the Pdrvanasraddha, Puriiravah and
Mardrava. They may all be invoked with the words: ¢ Let
the great ones come, the grantors of wishes, the ViSvedevas!
They who are brought to this ériddha may they be attentive

«saypadhand.”
Inwocation and Incidental Rites (Parva XVII)

The gods and the Manes have to be invoked after the
guests have arrived and been ceremoniously received, seated and
decorated. The procedure of these preliminary acts is next
described, with appropriate citations from smrtis, s#iras and
puranas. The object of quoting nearly the same rules from
different sitras is to meet the rule that every performer should
follow the rules laid down in the siira of his own branch
($akha) of the Veda. The guests are made to stand on a
mandala (circles drawn on the ground) with powdered grain,
white earth, ashes or stones (p. 160). Arghya and water for
washing the feet (pddya) are to be offered to the standing
guests, who are then to be taken to the place of performance of
sraddha and given seats on which barley or sesame seed
have been sprinkled after they have sipped water (@camaniya).
The Mitaksara (I, 229) notes the procedure, which Laksmidhara
also cites, of the seats of both the devas and the Manes being

4
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covered with kusa. The performer should then mutter the
gayairi mantra, after obtaining permission to do so from the
guests (tadanujiioya)., He must also repeat the manira
beginning with the words “To the gods and to the Manes,”
which was framed by Brahma, the repetition of which thrice at
the beginning and the end of the §riddha and in the placing of
the rice-ball (f1nda) 1s efficacious. The Visvedevas should be
first invoked, after seeking and receiving from the guest or
guests, who represent them, the permission to do so, This
invocation 1s to be through prescribed mantras. As a prelimi-
nary rite, sesame seed should be scattered all round with a
mantre calling on the demons, who may disturb the Sraddha to

flee. The mantra used for this purpose is held to drive them
away (p 145).

After the Brahmanas are seated, the performer should ask
first for permission to ivoke the Vidvedevas. This is granted
in a set form of words. He should then invoke the gods with
the rk beginning ¢ ViSvedevah @gata” and the smrti hymn
beginning ¢ dgacchantu mahabhagah.” This should be done
with the sacred thread on the left shoulder (upaviti) He
should then offer arghya to the gods (through their represen-
tative) or representatives, by pouring water on their palms,
the water coming from a vessel in which a pavifra or ring of
darbha had been placed with barleyin the water. Therk
beginning Sanno devirabhistaye (R.V , X, 9. 4) should be recited
when this is being done, and when barley (yava) is put in,
with the manira beginning yawosi. He should repeat the
mantra (Tasttiriya Brahmana II, va, 15) beginning y@ diwyd
apah when pouring water for the arghya. The gods, during
worship, are given sandal paste, scents, (gandha), flowers
(malya), incense (dhipa) and a lamp which islit is waved
before them (dipa). Each of these acts is preceded by an

appropriate manira. The Brahmanas representing Viévedevas
should be shown these honors also.

Only certain perfumes, flowers and incense can be used in
$raddha. Sandal, saffron, camphor and also heart-wood
(agaru) are alone allowed by V" ispusmyts, cited in the Mitaksara
(I, 232). Red flowers should not bhe used nor flowers with
bad smell. Certain flowers like those of the arks plant
must not be used. For the dhipa incense animal perfume
should not be used. Lamps filled with clarified butter or
sesame oil are to be used for dipa, The representative of the
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Viévedevas should be given darbha pavitra or darbhas for
making the ring. A sumlar procedure is to be followed
in regard to the representatives of the Manes, but the sacred
thread must be worn on the right shoulder and all movements
must be apradaksina, 1.e. from the right to the left, and the left
hand should be used instead of the right for the camasa, and
the water in the vessel should be poured into the palm of
the pitr-varga through the prér-tirtha gap of the right palm into
the outstretched palm of the mvitee. Each generation of the
Manes is to be called by designation, and arghyam, padyam,
etc., should be offered to each individually, even if only one
representative officiates for all three generations of Manes.
Sesame seed should be put into the water thus used, instead of
barley, as for Vi$vedevas The Manes are to be invoked with
the 7k beginning wfantas-ivd@ The vessel in which the water
is kept should be turned down, after the pouring of water in
both cases. The vessel so turned face down should not be
lifted up, because according to Saunaka the Manes stay within
the vessel, and the food of the $raddhais rendered unfit for
being eaten by the Manes, if the water vessel is lifted back into
position (p. 148).

The presentation of unbleached (ahataS pairs of cloth to
all the guests is recommended as necessary.

In regard to the vessels, broken vessels should not be
used. Likewise for cooking the ériddha food, earthen vessels
are prohibited. Silver and gold vessels among metals are com-
mended, especially the former, as well as vessels made of
specified kinds of wood (p. 154). Gifts of kind to the Manes
are held in high esteem. The sacred string (yajfio-pavita)
is one of them A water vessel (kamandalu), pairs of wooden
sandals (paduke) fans (vyajanam), umbrellas (chaira), etc.
A long list of other gifts is given on pp. 158.9, but the gift of
apparel is regarded as the best, because without clothing one
cannot do any rite to gods or Manes (p 159). He who
fails to present cloths to the guests at §raddha, will become a
préaca (demon) after death, according to a verse cited by the
Sraddha-kalpalaiac (p.72). The cloths presented should not
be torn, dirty, previously bleached, or colored (Ibid ) If gold
or silver vessels are not possible, vessels of copper or brass
(taijasa) may be presented. Earthen pots can on no account
be presented.
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Cooking Utensils

MitramiSra (Sraddhae-prakasa, p. 155-6) deals with the
vessels that may or may not be used for cooking food for
$rdddha. He permits vessels of baked earth to be used, if
they are new and strong, ¢ e. will not get broken during cook-
ing All broken vessels are barred, and so are all made of
iron (kdldyasa). Wooden plates are commended for keeping
cooked rice. Iron is held to be specially bad for rites to
Manes. Iron knives used for cutting up fruit and vegetables
must be kept in the kitchen omly (mahdnasa) and not be
brought within sight of the Brahmanas (p 155) The use of
vessels of copper for cooking in §riddhas is commended

The Burnt Offering Agnau Karanam (Parva XVII, A)

Making burnt offerings in the fire, with the permission of
the Brahmanas invited, and before they are fed is an essential
part of the Srdddha, and may be regarded as important as the
feeding of the Brahmanas, The ritual is directed to be that
of the Pindapitryajfia which is towards sunset on New Moon
days, after the §rdddha of the day is finished This rite is
described as a sacrifice to the Manes (pitr-yajfia). As part
of the pdrvana or annual $§rdaddha it precedes the feeding.
The oblation (kavigyam) should be of fresh cooked food (rice
or barley) soaked in clarified butter. The fire-sticks to be used
should be of palase wood (p. 167), and their tips should be
dipped in ghee before they are thrown iato the fire (p. 168).
In works on Sraddha-prayoga the Fire in which the oblations
should be thrown 1s stated to be the Grhyagni, the fire
kindled on marriage (which is also known as Aupdsandgns,
Aupasada, Avasathye, Vaivihika, Salagni and Smartagni),
according to Apararka (unf. p. 168 note). The three Srauia
Fires are the dhavaniya, the Garhapatya, and the Daksinagni.
He who has kindled the Srauta fire (Ahitdgm) alone should
do it in Dakginagni, and not every one as laid down in the
passage from Brahmapurdana cited on p. 167. They should do
it in the Grhyagmithe nuptial fire). Vayupurana (p. 168)
even allows it to be dene in the Laukikdgni or ordinary cook-
ing fire. Maisyapurana (p. 169) gives the option to do the
rite either in Daksindgm or in the Avasathya (or GFhyagni)
which has been specially kindled for the purpose (pramite,
t.e. prihak-krte)., The cooked mess to be used as oblation
should be free of salt and condiments (vyafijanam). According
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to Aévalayana the performer should wear the sacred thread on
the right shoulder (apasavya) or pracingvin (p 162). Katyiya-
na states that the fire offering should be made with the thread
on the left shoulder (upavita, p 171) facing east, if it is for
the gods, and it may also be done with the thread on the right
shoulder, facing south. Laksmidhara explains that the option
given means that one must follow whatever is laid down in
regard to this in his own Grhyasitre (p 171)

If a fire is absent (agnyabhave) the oblation of food may
be put into the palm of the Brihmana, with the same mantras
as used in the Fire oblation The learned Brihmana 1s the
Fire (p.173) The ‘absence of the fire ” (agnyabhiva) is
explained by Laksmidhara (p.171) as the performer not
having either the Srauta or smarta fire prescribed for the rite.
Aparirka construes the expression as meaning that the karta
has no wife (p 168, note) 1e. is a widower or bachelor.
Alternatives to placing the havis on the right palm of the
Brihmana are given on p. 172. They include throwing the
oblation into water. The unused portion of the kawis should
be kept covered in a vessel, and is to be used later for being
mixed with the food served to the Brihmanas The Brahmana
in whose palm the oblation is placed is not to eatit ! (na fu
daitasya bhaksanalankha kartavyah, p. 162)

The Fire having been got ready with the prescribed rites
for that ceremony, (idhmamddhdaya, p. 163) the karti offers
successive oblations with the words“To Yama and Angiras
alone with the Father,” ‘‘svdka,” ‘“to Agni who carries the
oblation (kavyavdhand), svadha,” and “‘to Soma along with the
Father, svihd”. The offering should be coupled with the
specification of the ancestor to whom it 1s being offered also,
namely the father, the grandfather and the great-grandfather
(p. 163, note). It has already been stated that among the
Manes, the Somapas are for Brahmanas as also the Kivyas,
Barhisadas and the Agnisvattas (éuf.p. 110). Harita states
(p. 162) that an offering to *“Soma along with the Father”
pleases the Somapa Manes. The offering to Yama and
Angiras pleases the elders of Yama, the Barhisads, and the
Agnigvattas.

Visnusmyti prescribes the recitation of the first five, the
second five and third rks of the Raksoghna-mantras given in
the Kathaka for Nandisraddha, Kamya$rdddha and terminal
sapindikaranasraddha respectively (p. 164).



30 KRTYAKALPATARU SRADDHAKANDA

Baudhiyana directs that the giving away of the pindas
(balls of rice) should be done immediately after the fire rite,
and what remains after the pindas have been made should be
given to birds, because of the vedic statement that Manes move
about 1n the form of birds (p. 166). The Fire rite should be
done with the sacred thread worn on the left shoulder, accord-
ing to Kaityidyana (p.171). Gobhila directs the oblations to
the Manes to be done pracingviti. The havis (material for
oblation) should be made ot the same cooked rice that is to
be served Lo the Brihmanas (Vyasa, in Sr@ddha-kriyakaumudsi,
p 150) Govindananda states that the option must be exercised
according to one’s own Grhyasiitra.

The Serving of Food Parivesana-vidhy (Parve XVIII)

The feeding of Brahmanas who represent the gods and
the Manes 1sthe chief rite 1n a §riddha, and all others lead
to it. The devotion of devout and pious mind which is indica-
tive of $raddha is to be shown in the serving of the food.
The kartd should be calm, free from anger, serve without
haste, neither laugh nor weep when the food is being served,
nor ask if the food 1s relished or whether any food may be
brought, nor speak any falsehood when the food is %being
served (p. 177). If crows or kites (§yena) come 1n, they are
not to be driven out, as the Manes may take their form. But
as crows cannot see the food being served, the rule of serving
the food and doing the $riddha in an enclosed (samwv;ia) place
is intelligible. The thumb of the Brihmana should be grasped
by the kartd and it should be taken round and made to touch
all the food that is served already on the plate, heginning with
ghee. Ghee should not be put into the hand of the eater; cold
rice should not be served. Food should not be served in iron
ladles (p 180). No discrimination should be made between
one bhoktd and another (p. 181).

When the eater is introduced to the food, i.e. when the
food is being offered to him, after being placed on the plates,
the kartdsh ouldre peat, according to Baudhiyana (pp. 184-185)
three maniras one each for the food served to the Manes of
father, one of the grand-father and one of the great-grand-
father. If the presiding Brahmanas are three for the Manes,
each mantra isrepeated separately before the appropriate
person ; if there is only one bhokia, all the three are recited
in sequence. The mantra for the father is : ¢ Fire, sees
thee, who art co-extensive with the earth (prihvisaman) the
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Rk-verses are thy greatness, lest the gift be in vain; the
earth 1s the vessel for thee, the sky 1s the cover; I offer thee
in the mouth of the Brihmana, I offer thee 1n the Prana and
the Apina of the learned Brihmanas; thou art imperishable,
mayest thou never fail to the Manes who are our fathers
yonder 1n the other world” To the food for the grandfather,
the mantra 1s altered by substitution of ‘Air’ for Fire’, ‘the
middle sphere (antariksam)’ for the ‘earth’ “hears thee”
for “sees thee”, the ‘Yajus formulae’ for ‘Rk’and “grand-
fathers’” for fathers The third addressis to the food for the
great-grandfather with the changes “Sun” for Agni and Viyu
“and” Samans), antariksam for the “earth” and the ¢ middle
sphere” in the two other Rks The omission of this “manira”
in offering the food, as well as the omission of the pranava,
when beginning to eat ruins the food offered (7 e¢. makes it go
to the demons, p. 192).

Rules for Eatimng (Parvas XIX & XX)

The Brihmanas who are guests at a Sraddha should not
speak of the quality of the food they have consumed. They
should not speak also of the quality of the havis (2 ¢ the food),
offered in their palms (p 187). They should not praise one
another. They should not indicate the insufficiency of the
food or drink offered by speech but they may make signs with
their hands (p. 188). They should not eat with their
sandals on, or touching their seats with their feet, (4.e. the feet
must rest on the ground) nor with their heads covered (p.
189). They should all begin to eat simultaneously (p. 191).

Laksmidhara’s sanction of the old rule of flesh eating in
$raddha 1s indicated by his citing the dictum of Vasistha (p.
192) condemning an ascetic, who when eating at a §raddha
declines to eat the meat served, for detention in Hell for “as
many years as the slaughtered beast has hairs”. The
leavings of the Sraddhas should not be given away to women,
(other than those of the family), Siidras and uninitiated boys
(p. 193).

Before the guests begin to eat, the karid should recite
raksoghna (demon-expelling) maniras, and meditate on the
Manes and the gods being present in the bodies of the
Brihmanas. He should place pindas on the ground, and say,
that the Manes of the father, the grandfather and the great-
grandfather may be propitiated by the pinda so placed (p.
197). The guests also should repeat certain maniras, When
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eating they must be made to hear ($rdvayet) Vedic hymns,
Puranas and Dharma$istra, and the music of the Vini and
the flute (p. 197). In expelling demons the presence of Visnu
(Hari) as the consumer of the offerings (kavya-kavya) should
be assumed at the Sraddha.

According to Sankha the Srdddha guests should not touch
one another (Sraddhakalpalata, p. 79). Food served with
only one hand should not be eaten (p. 190).

Concluding Rites in Sraddha
Sraddhottaram-Karma (Parva XXI)

When the guests have finished eating, the kartd should
take a plate with food anda vessel of water, and ask « [ords,
any more food and water ¥ (svdminah firtham prasadam ?).
When they reply « All full” (sokalam sampirpam), he asks
again * Are you satisfied ¥ (#rptasthah), they reply “ We are
satisfied ¥ (¥rptasma-h). He then asks “ What should be done
with the food that remains ?” (annaesah kim kriyatam) and
they reply “Let it be eaten by you along with friends” (istash
saha bhujyaiam). Then taking some of the food, he draw.s
a line of the length of six inches (Sraddhakalpalata, p 84) and
places the pinda (ball of rice) on the line. The pinda should
be of the size of an husked cocoanut (p. 85). Then having
sprinkled water over the line, he should spread food on the line
in front of the guests The mantra for the pindas should be
«Let those women of my family who have been cremated or
not cremated because they have been cast off, may they obtain
satisfaction by the pmnda placed on the ground.” The food
scattered (zikwrannam) should be scattered over the line in
front of the Brahmanas representing the gods (Visvedevas)
and say “To the gods who do not drink Soma, and who are
excluded from a share in sacrifices to them I offer food 1n the
form of scattering Vi$vedeva offering.” To the Manes, he
offers the scatterings “ To the women of my family who have
died without undergoing sa#iskdras, or who have been aband-
oned, to them I give scattererd food from the share of the
Manes.” Then after the guests have risen and washed their
mouths and hands and feet and received dcamana water, and
been seated, he should offer them daksind, and request them
to say  Swadha”. When they have saidit, he must pray,
« May the Viévedevas be satisfied”’ he should add the prayer:
« May liberal donors increase in family, and also the Vedas
and progeny. May faith (Sriddha) never forsake us. May
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we have plenty to give away.” The guests give a benediction
in the same words Then he repeats the Vedic parting mantra
(Rgveda, VII, 38. 8) ¢Deeply skilled 1n law, eternal, death-
less, Singers, oh Vajns help us in each fray for booty. Drink
of this mead, be satisfied, be joyful They go on paths which
gods tread” and then he makes a circumambulation of the
standing guests (who have been asked to getup) and sees
them off. He 1s then {free to eat the remnants, and feed
Brihmanas with them (p 210). The pinda should then be
taken out and given to crows.

Besides the pinda placed on the ground as above, the Manes
of three generations should be invoked and separate pindas
should be offered to each of them and their wives, specifying
each, and water should be taken round the six pindas, from
the right to the left The water vessel should at last be turned
down The pindas should be taken, pair by pair, and blended,
and the middle pinda may be givento a chaste wife, who
desires male progeny.

The remnants on the plates of the guests should be buried,
or thrown into water, and should not be eaten by others,

This finishes the Sraddha. The karti may then proceed,
before taking his food, to do the daily vaifvadeva with food
separately cooked. On the mght of the Sraddha, he should
remamn without eating, and also avoid conjugal intercourse.
He should also avoid Vedic study that day.

Praise of Sraddha (Sraddha-stutih, Parva XXIII)

The value of Sriddha is indicated by the blessings which
accrue to one who does 1t and the evils that fall on one who
neglects 1t. In a Sraddha the Mangs, the godsand the Brahmanas
are sacrificed to Ifthey are so dealt with, they bestow wealth,
food, male progeny and longevity, by the blessing of the Manes.
They also bestow on the doer of a Sraddha fame, strength and
joy, following health and affluence Even reading of the rules
of Sraddha confer blessings on the reader (p 232). In the
family of one who neglects his duty to perform Sriddhas,
heroic and healthy sons are not born nor does fame accrue to
them. So, let the §raddha be done even with water, or roots
or fruits, and on no account let the doing of a $raddia be
omitted for want of means (p 233).

Mitramiéra offers other citations in praise of Sraddha to
show its importance (pp. 2-3). Sumantu holds that there s
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nothing more important than doing Sidddha (sraddhat
parataram  ndsty). The Brahmoavawartapurane (which
Laksmidhara never quotes) nolds that the rites for the Manes
are even more important than those for the Gods, and the
propitiation of the Manes (putrdpyayanam) 1is prescribed as a
prologue to all rites to gods In a S:ildha those who are
worshipped are the Manes, the Gods, the Brahmanas and Fire;
when these are worshipped, it 1> Visgu who 1s worshipped,
declares Yama In a Sraddha nothing 1s wastel, claims another
Purana, because even the leavings are used up, and accordingly,
whatever be the difficulty 1n the way, it must be overcome and
the rite of Sraddha must be done, according to the prescribed
ritual (yathavidh).

Nature of the Manes (Pitradi-svaripam, Parva XXII)

The dead are not Manes; they become so whea sapindikarana
has been done at the end of the eleven days of obsequies
following death. By the expression 1t 1s not meant that obsequial
offerings should not be offered to the dead, who have not become
Manes, however (p. 230). Each generation of the Manes 1s
represented by specific gods (devata), the Vasus represent the
fathers, the eleven Rudias repiesent the grandfathers and the
twelve Adityas represent the great-grandfathers What is 1m-
plied 1s that the fathers, grandfathers and great-grandfathers
are to be meditated on as the appropriate gods, and their wives
as the females of the gods  The position 1s clarified thus by
the Mitdksard (I, 269)  “As a mother during pregnancy gets
satisfaction herself from food etc given to herself from food
etc. given to her as dohada and also nourishes the foetus and
also give satisfaction to the giver of dokada, so also the Vasus,
Rudras and Adityas are the real piirs, and they receive the
$raddha offerngs. When they are satsified, they 1n turn
satisfy the prirs, and also grant many blessings to the Sraddha
performer. Thus 1s also the view of Vidvardipa, cited on p. 231.

AmaSraddha (Parva XXIV')

Ama is uncooked food A §riddha has to be performed
with cooked food (amuam) and it has to be offered to the fire
and to the Manes through the fire and Brihmanas. Laksmi-
dhara corrects the common error of assuming that he who has
not been imtiated into Vedic study (anupanita) 1s not
entitled to have a fire (anagmkah) hke a widower though a
dutja or a duija boy. The person who is not entitled to havea
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sacramental fire can still have a cooking fire (pakagni). The
anagmika 1s imterpreted by Laksmidhara as one who does not
have a cooking fire even. That 15 to say inan emergency,
when no fire 1s available even to a sagmika he may perform the
ama$raddha 1 leu of the regular §raddha Vaidyanitha
regards an eclipse as omne of such occasions The Sidra may
always perform $raddha in this fo1m, without mantra, as he 1s
not entitled to utter 1t, and with namaskdra (homage) to the
reciptent Brahmana instead of the other rites, including feeding
and homa

Mitramiéra (pp 284-285) quotes Katyayana for the
occasions 1n which amasraéddha may be done. They are when
one 1s berefi of a fire, as 1n a musfortune (dpads), when one 15
away from his home, or in a place of pilgrimage fi2tha.
Baudhiyana is ctted by him to show that during the commence-
ment of the equinoxes (samkramana) or commencement of
solar months, when cooked food and Brahmanas are unavai-
lable, or during exile or when a son 1s born (and a pollution
comes to the karta) instead of dry or uncooked gramn (a@ma)
gold (hema), 1e money may be used as a substitute. But it
should be four times the value of grain (ama) used in this
substitute $raddha. It is a device to get over non-performance
of a §raddha when 1t 1s due to be done, and there 1s no other
way of doing 1t

Vaidyanitha (Swmrtimuktaphala, ed Gharpure, p. 821)
cites Harita for the rule that amasia@ddha should not be done
as a substitute for the monthly (mdsika) and annual (abdika)
$raddhas. Both these are devices, of which there are simpler
ones like giving grass to cows, or making a $raddha with
libations of water mixed with sesame seed, rather than drop so
obligatory a rite altogether.

Sraddha by One With Father Alwe
(Jivalpitr kads-Sraddham, Parva XXV')

The rule 11 regard to one with a father who is alive is that
he should not perform a §raddha  An exception to the rule will
arise 1f a son, whose father 1s alive his kindled the sacred fire
(sagmkah), and thereby acquires the obligation to perform the
pmdapityyayfia, and later on the parvana-Sréddha  Another is
the abhyudaya-§raddha, which one may have to perform on an
auspicious occasion likea marriage, even when the father isalive.
In such a case, the pinda 1s offered to the three generations of
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ancestors to whom the father will offer it, if these are not
alive, If a grandfather is also alive, the next three generations
must be offered pindas If a father 1s dead, the son has to
perform his §raldha, and if 1n such a case the father’s father 1s
alive, then he 1s omitted in pinda-dana and the nexttwo ancestors
are imnvoked and given pindas. Manu rules that the grand-
father who is alive (though his son, 1., the karta’s father 1s
dead) may, at his option eat at the §1addha as a guest (p. 226).
Only three ancestors are to be given pinda, no fourth., If
one’s father and grandfather are both alive, the pmda should
be offered to the three ancestors to whom the grandfather usual-
ly offers them. (Visnu, p. 236). If both the father and grand-
father are dead, but the great-grandfather is alive, the pnda,
must be offered to the two dead and to the father of the great-
grandfather. 1f the father, grandfather and great-grandfather
are all alive he should offer no $raddha at all (Visnu, p. 236).
The dictum that pinda should not be offered overlooking a
living father (na jiwantam afikramya dadyat) 1s an indication
of the general rule that one whose father is alive does not
perform an ordinary $1dddhe It will not apply to wzrddhs-
srdaddha and other ceremonies which have to be done in
connection with other rites (karmanga) as omitting them is
wrong (p. 238) Govindananda (p. 239 note) holds that 1f
the father is disqualified for performing §raddha by becoming
an outcaste (patife) or an ascetic (pravrajita) or by mncurable
disease or excessive debility due to age, the son has competence
(adhik@ra) to do a S$raddha even if the father 1s alive.
Katyayana Srautasiiirg considers three alternatives open toone
whose father is alive, and has yet to do the pinda-piir-yayiia-
(1) he may pass over the father and offer pindas to the three
ancestors above the father; (2) he may stop short of the
offering of pindas and perform only the homa, or (3) he
may omit the ritealtogether, which is the view favored by
Jatikarnya on the ground that when the main rite, pindadana
is prohibited by such a person, it is best for him not to begin
the pindapitryagiia (p. 240).
Sraddha by One With Two Fathers
(Duvipitrka-Sraddham, Parva XXVT)

A person who may be said to have two fathers is an
adopted son (dattaka), but it is confined to one type of
adoptee, viz. dvyamusyayana. When a man gives his only son
away in adoption but with an undertaking that he should be
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deemed the son of both fathers, he is called even now a
dvyamusyayana and he inherits to both his natural and adop-
tive father  According to the Pravaradhyaya cited on p 241,
if an agnate (pitruya) makes an agnate of his, his son by a
ceremony (vatkdryena) the son belongs to the adopter. If
either father has no 1ssue by lus wife, the adoptee inherits
to him also. He has to do the $ériddha to both and offer
pmdas to both the natural and the adopting father. The
§raddha may be done separately for each father, or 1t may
be done together, the two being invoked together for one pinda
but the ancestors are counted from the adopter (parigs hita)
The son of a dattaka inherits to his adoptive grandfather

Laksmidhara considers, however, a son of two fathers, crea-
ted by myoga (levirate) on a sonless widow. The owner of the
“field” (the wife) 1sthe putative husband , the giver of the
seed (D%yim) is the impregnator. Without seed there will be
no plant; without soil also there will be no plant, as the soil 1s
necessary for the reception of the seed The giver of the
seed (utpadayitd) 1s the more important of the two, according
to Harita (p 241) and his pravaere takes precedence in the
son so produced. Two pindas may be offered by him to both
fathers or they may be both offered as one together, and so
with the pindas to the grandfathers and great-grandfathers
Ordinarily, niyoga is done by one of the same gotra and an
agnate Butit may happen that a widow gets a son by a father,
who is either appomnted (#syukia) or unappointed (se. in
adultery) In both cases, the son should first offer water and
pindas to the dead husband (nominal father), and then offer
them to the bestower of the seed (biymm)  The first to be
offered them is the real father, and then the nominal

Nirada deals with a different class of sons, who might be
deemed to have two fathers If aloose woman (svairini)
has sons by several men (other than the real husband), the
offspring belong to the real fathers, and should offer pindas
only to them. Butif the mother has been obtamned from
the nominal husband by payment of a price (Sulka) by the
procreator, the pindas should go only to the latter; but if the
procreation is clandestine or without payment to the nominal
husband, then the pindas should go only to the husband

The types had become obsolete long ago, and Niyoga had
been condemned even by Manu Laksmidhara merely repeats
old authorities for a practice which had gone out of use. It
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also indicates that he did not know, or accept the kalivarjya
list of practices (like mYoga) interdictedin Kaliyuga

Putrikaputra (Parva XXVI A)

A man with an only daughter may make an agreement
with her husband that she will be treated as a son and that
her offspring will belong to him as well The son of an
¢appointed daughter” (pufrikd) should offer water and pinda
in §riddha to both his paternal and maternal grandfathers
If he loses his natural father, he should offer pindas in
three generations on both lines, 7. mother’s and father’s.

Ekoddistam (Parva XXVII)

Ekod-dista is, as explained by the Mitaksara (I, 251)
that intended (uddistah) for ‘“one” (ekah) The ceremonies
done for onme recently dead are designated ekoddista, as they
are hell in honor of only one 1ndividual, 21z, the dead person
«The first sixteen funeral repasts taking place after the ten
days immediately succeeding the day of death, as well as thaton
the anniversary of such day, are Ekoddista It 1s a namattikg
rite. (Rajkumar Sarvadhikari, p 84) The ritual for {raddhas
are the same, except for the alterations indicated for specific
forms. Thus, Yajfiavalkya notes that Ekoddista 1s done
without invoking the gods (1 e. Visvedevas), with one arghya
only, one pawirake, without invocation dvdhanam and the
fire oblations (agnau karanam). 1t should be done apasavya,
irom the right to the left, and with sacred thread on the
right shoulder. Different forms of words are to be used at
the time of bidding farewell to the guests (wisarjanam). It
should be performed at #ud-day, as noted by Devala A
single pinda is to be offered.

Rajkumar Sarvadhikari holds that Ekoddisia was the
form in which the §raddha was first instituted, and that the
Parvane srdddha, in which three generations of ancestors
are worshipped, is a later improvement. According to
Vardhapuranag the first Srdddha was done for a son, not for
an ancestor. “The deceased parents, or dear kinsmen, whose
loss was deeply deplored, must have been the first objects of
the Sraddhe riteand it must have been long after the institu-
tion of this ceremony that the Pdrpana Sraddhe was develop-
ed.” (Sarvadhikari, p 92)

The citations made by Laksmidhara deal with the
modifications of the ritual of Pirvana §raddha in Bkoddista
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The question about being satisfied (# p#i-prasna) should be mn
the form *swvaditam ” The libation with tila (#lodakam) is
one only  The word “anu” (1n the formula ye ca tvamanu) 1s
not to be used The dead person 1s not to be addressed or
referred to as pitr (Mane) he becomes one of the Manes only
after the rite of Sap.ndikarana The feeding should be on
a sumptuous scale and presents should be given to the guests.
The first Ekoddista which 1s the one properly so called, must
be done on the eleventh day after the death of the person
commemorated by 1t The presiding Brahmang should be invited
the evening previous to the ceremony The host and the guest
should be ritually pure the next morning after bath etc. The
guest should be rece.ved with arghya, padya etc, be seated
ceremontously and presented with white flowers, incense,
peifumes, clothes etc, shoes and umbrella, elc The remnant
of the food served may be given onlyto agnatic relations
(p 248). The kartd should dig three trenches after the
Brahmanas have left, four angulas long and deep, light three
fires close to thetrenches, and make in them three oblations
of cooked rice to “Soma accompanied by the Manes,” «To

Agni who carries oblations to the \lanes”, and “Reverence
to Yama Angiras ”

These rules are laid down by Visnusms i1

The ceremony should be 1epeated every month on the day
of the death of the person commemorated (Vusnu,p 250).
The twelve monthly Sraddhas (Masika), follow the ekoddista
on the dates of death, with the first ekoddisia and the three
adjunct $raddhas (anyina masika) make the sixteen §raddhas in
first year of death It s only after a year of the sepindikarana
that the dead spirit gets peace (a@pyayana) and becomes one
of the Manes. A water vessel should be given to the presiding
Brihmana, in the mdsika ceremonies and just before the
sapindikarana, and the ceremony 1a which this is done 1s termed
sodakumbha.

The fear thatif the person who is bound to do the
funeral rites dies within the twelve months following the death
of the person commemorated, the dead spirit might remain a
preta, 1s responsible for a common practice. On the twelfth
day following death and the day after ekoddista, the sixteen
monthly $raddhas are performed in advance, commonly in the
form of amasraddha, and on the thirteenth day, the sepindikarana
(which can be done only after the sixteen monthly Sraddhas
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have been performed) 1s done The extract from Visnusmris
given by Laksmidhara apparently assumes this practice as it
authorises the use of terms pitrmate in the oblations on the fire,
when the word p'#1 cannot be used till the sapindikarana1s done,
Accordingly, in common usage the monthly §raddhas (though
done in substitute form of amasraddhe) take the ritual of
parvana-§raddha, and three ancestors are invoked in them.
They are not accordingly ekoddista, except in the sense of
being in honor of the death of one person only.

Sapindikarana (Parve XXVIII)

The rite of sapindikarana 1s intended for the peace of the
deceased person It unites him to the dead ancestors, and
after such ritualistic introduction and union, he loses his corpse
(preta) quality and joins the ancestors in the world of Manes
(Pitrloka). As long as the ceremony is unperformed, the
spirit of the dead person s unable to get access to the world
of ancestors The sapmndikarara guarantees the united soul
against loss of §raddha benefits, even if his direct descendants
fail; for, he gets a share of the offerings made by collaterals
and agnates in the $raddhas -they perform to common ancestors.
The failure referred to need not be through the death or
extinction of the direct line of descendants of the dead person,
The failure may arise by their becoming outcastes or cursed
(patita, ablusasta)

The ceremony should be done only after the sixteen masika
or monthly $§raddhas and ekoddisia of the eleventh day after
death are done. The practice already referred to (snf p 39) as
a precaution of performing the sixteen “monthly "’ $raddhas
onthe twelfth day after deathis sanctioned by Vispusmrit
(p 245). This practice is referred to as dkarsa 1e,
anticipation. The sdgnika (the person who has secured a fire)
must perform pitr-yajfia (or pmda-pitr-yayfia) on New moon
days He cannot do those rites unless he has done sapindikarang
tohis dead father etc This is one more reason for doing
sapindikarana on the thirteenth day after death, and not at the
end of twelve months, and before the first anniversary
(Parvana) §raddha A wvrddhi-§réddha cannot be done before
sapmdikarana has been done, accordingly, the rite should be
done in anticipation on the thirteenth day, or beforethe wrddhs-
$raddha 1s begun (p. 255). When a nephew, brother or sapinda
of a dead person has to do an abhyudaya-Sraddha (vrddhi) he
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must first do t’ e sapindikarana to the uncle, or brother etc 1f 1t
has not been done already

The performance of the anniversary {raddha, as long as
life lasts (ydvadjyivam) becomes a duty after the sapindikarana,

The ritual 1s symbolic  Four ves-els for arghya water are
got ready, one for the recently dead person, and one for each of
his father, grandfather and great-grandfathe:r Simuilarly a ball of
rice (pinda) 1s made for the dead petson and three balls for
the next three ancestors With prescribed maniras (ye samana
etc ) tne water of the vessel dedicated to the dead person is
sprinkled o the vessels which contain water for the three
higher ancestors, The ball of rice offered to the dead person
1s divided into three parts, and one part of each 1s added to
the three remaining balls of the ancestors The father and
grandfather of the dead person are invoked to unite with the
dead person, and the fouith 1s released For the karta thence-
forth the three ancestors will stop short of the great-grand-
father of the dead person, as he has been released (p 253)

Vayjavapa 1s citel for the rule that one who has been
cursed (abhuisasta) or has beco ne an outcaste (patsta) or been
guilty of the comprchensive sin of DArinahatis or an adulteress,
1f dead, must not be sought to be thus united ina sapindikarana
rite. Ii 1s post-mortuary and permaneat excommunication for
vicious peisons (p 255)

As 1egards females who ate dead in the case of a girl
who dies unmarried, the father performs the rite, and in the
case of a married but sonless woman the husband (p 258).
The gotra should be that of her father 1a the first case if the
mairiage has been dsura etc and that of the husband
in the second After the sapindikarana, the dead wife
joins her father, the husband’s father etc and the two families
are united (p. 258) After sapmdikarana whatever pinde or
water is given to a mane goes also to the wife of the mane
Libations and food for dead women should be offered invoking
them by the goira of the husbands, since after the performance
of the homa on the fourth day of marriage (calurihu) the
husband 1s united to the bride 1n all organs (p. 239) Whena
father 1s dead but the grandfather 1s alive the union should be
effected of two ancestors above the grandfather (p. 260). In
doing a sapindikarana to ancestral spirits (Manes) those who
have not been united (bya collateral by not doing sapingdi
karana, asamskrtah) should be united by the one now doing the

6
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rite (p 260) The union of the mother’s mane should be not
with that of her mother but with that of the paternal grand-
mother of the performer (p 258) In the case of one who 1s
the son of a “ woman who has been made a son" (putrikd),
he should effect the union of her spirit with that of the
maternal-grandmother first, and then the maternal great-
giandfather,

Sraddhas After Sapindikarana (Parva XXIX).

The dead when united with the Manes of higher ancestors
become satisfied (krtarthah) Accordirgly, to mvoke them
alone and offer pindas to them alone is wrong (p 261) The
mvocation of one spirit 1s proper only till his union by
sapimdikarana The son of the body (aurasa) and the son
raised on the wife by another (ksetraja) must do all Sraddhas
after sapindikarana ouly by the Pdarvansraddha ritual, u.e,
by invoking all three generations of ancestors This 1s the
view of Jabala (p. 261). The Matsyepurana holds that the
pdrvana ritual must be followed by all who have Iit their
fires (agnimatah) The Matsyapurana also condemns those
who abandon the ekodd.sta form (mvoking only one ancestor)
even after sapindikarapa, in all forms of Sraddha (p 262)
The contradictory dicta are reconciled by Laksmidhara,
following the author of Makarnavaprekasa (p 262) thus the
sons who are of the body (aurase) or of the wife (kseiraja),
who have also acquired fires (sdgmi) should do the annual
§raddha only by the pdarvana ritual (invoking all three
ancestors) ; all the other ten types of sonsand awiasa and
ksetraja sons, who have not lit their fires should follow the
ekoddista ritual only.

Sraddhadhikanmal (17 ho are competent {0 do Sraddhas?),
(Parva XXX)

Adhik@ra means hoth competence or capacity and duty or
obligation. He who has an adhikdra for a rite must do 1t
Where different persons are stated in a serial order as having
adhikdra the duty to do the rite devolves on them 1n that order.

The devolution of property of a dead person follows the
line of descent of competence to do the funeral rites of the
dead person It reflects the idea that property is owned by the
dead even after death, and by the unborn even before birth
It 1s a tie between the dead, the living and the unborn. Thé
persistence of the claim of the dead on the living is shown by
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the latter having an obligation to perform the funeral rites and
§raddhas of the former The custom in some parts of the
world (e g, Malabar) restricting to owners of land the right
of cremation within their lands, and of the conservation of
groves of trees in which ancestral spirits dwell in the form of
serpents are called kgvu in Malayalam

A distinction has to be made in regard to the form of
obsequial rites, of which the $rdddha is one The Visnupurdana
(p 264) divides them 1into three classes. the first (parva), the
middle (madhyama) and the last (uttara) The first are the
rites which start from cremation of the dead person and end
with the period of death impurity, the second start from the
rite of ekodd:sta and go on till sapindikarana, and include the
monthly §raddhas done before sapindikarana, and the last are
the rites which come up for peiformance after the dead person
is united to the Manes by sapindikarana. The first consists of
offerings of water mostly (udakd#ijali) and even remote
agnates have an equal duty with nearer to offer them (sama-
nodaka) The other two are §raddhas proper and involve the
offering of balls of cooked food (pinda) to the spirit of the
dead person whether united with the Manes or not. This, only
closer relations can do They are sapmndas It is only on failure
of sapindas on the paternal and maternal sides that the
samanodakas come 1n for §raddha-pinda offering

Laksmidhara was a contemporary of Vijfidnesvara, whose
dicta have been (in the absence of Laksmidhara’s work) the
most widely accepted hitherto.

Both cite Marici (p 262) «When the father dies, the
obsequial rites should be done hy the son according torule
(»idhdnatah) 1f there are many sons, who still dwell together,
whatever rites are done by the eldest son with the consentof the
other sons and with the undivided family property (avibhagena
dravyena) 1s held to be done by each and all of them ”

Brhaspati (p 264) states the duty of sons, i the first
instance to do the §raddha of the dead father, and if there are
no sons, by agnates (77idti), cognates (bandhu),friends (suhrt),
pupils (§15yah), teacher (rivik), servant (bhrtya) and priest
(purohita), each succeeding person taking the duty if the
preceding are unavailable A similar rule is given by Gautama:
« In the unavailability of sons, the sapindas, the sapindas on
the mother’s side, and the pupils (§1sya) should do the §raddia,
and failing them the 7 tvsk and Guru ” (p. 264). Visnupurana
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makes 1t clear that the abserce of “sons” must be taken as
absence of their sons, grandsons, etc. The son, the son’s son,
the son’s son’s son (prapautra), and in the same way the bro-
ther and his sons, grandsons, great-grandsons etc and the
descendants of sapindas, and on failure of even these the
samanodakas and their male descendants, and after them
similarly the samanodakas of the mother’s family Paithinas:
(p 263) and Visnupurana (p 264) refer to a contingency now
remote: 212 the interruption of the line within thiee genera-
tions (#ripuruga) by an outcaste (patita) or one of a lower
caste, as such intrusion destroys the contmuity of the family
If both the male and female lines are extiact on the male side,
the rites should be done by the women of the family Similarly,
if the dead man had wives of lower castes and sons by them,
then all of them should offer jointly one pinda and not each
one pinda, though their periods of impurity willbe according to
the warpas of their respective mothers (p. 263)  Such mixed
marriages give rise to rules which aie now obsolete, but which
probably were not so in Laksmidhara’s time, as he cites the
rules relating to them Thus, one authority declares that
children by mothers of lower varnas to a dead Brahmana father
do the obsequial rites to him, but the father cannot m such
cases do the rites to sons of non-Brahmara origin, n such
cases their mothers should do the rites for them, as they will
have to do to their mothers (p 266) No funeral rites (and
éraddha) should be done to a dead ascetic by sonsetc. (p 266).
Even the cremation 1s interdicted to 1scetics (who have to be
buried), on the model of the saintly Vidara, in whose case the
cremation was prohibited on the ground that he had already
been «“burnt” by wisdom (jfiénagnidagdha) and a second “burn-
ing” was ruled out (p 267) The normal rule is that when
one of the same goira (among relations) is available, one of
another goira (e g a-sapinda of the mother) should not do the
rite (p. 265). The dictum of Markand.yapurana (p. 267)
that his women (striyal) should do, without repetition of
Vedic mantras, the obsequial rites (including $r@ddha) is
explained by Laksmidhara as referring to the dead man
leaving no widow of his own warpa but leaving widows of
other waruas ; for, 1t is explicitly ruled that before a dead
man’s brother can undertake the duty there should be no
savarpe widow to do 1t in preference to him (p.267). The
rites to women follow the same rules, but a sonless woman
cannot have sapmdikarana done for her (p. 267).

t
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Certain rules given by other digests may be now indica-
ted Sankha’s dictum that in the absence of sons (putrabhave)
the widow of the same warna as the dead man (patni) should
do the rites, 1s widened by making “sons” synonymous with
all the twelve kinds of sons. But on the Kalivaryya rules, the
only sors that are to be recognized in Kaliyuga are the son
of equal warna (aurasa) and the adopted son, (Divikara’s
Sraddhacandrika, p 12) The aurase son has competence
and duty to do the §raddha of his father even 1f he bas
not been ‘mnitiated’ (anupanita) But the unimtiated boy must
have had his cadakerana done and be above three years of
age (Ibid, p. 23). The adopted soa cannot do the father’s
$raddha without first becoming mitiated (upanite) 1If a man
leaves more than one Savarna widow of whonithe senior 1s the
paini (the wife fo1 religious rites) if there is a son by aco-
wife (apaini), he has preferential claim to do the rites
(Ibwd, p 15) If a man dies sonless but leaves daughters, the
married daughter (#dha@) takes precedence of the unmarried
(anuidhd) in doinghis obsequial rites (p. 15, Bharadvija)
The grandson who inherits his maternal! grandfather’s estate
(1e a putrkaputra) should perform the $raddha to that
grandfather (Jbud, p 15).

Nandapandita (Sraddkakalpalata, p 9) cites the follow-
ing comprehensive rule from Swmriisamgraha (p.9), each of
the following succeeds to the duty of performing the obsequral
rites and giving pindas, m the absence of all those named
before him; or her «The son, the grandson, /s son, the son
of the daughter made puirikd, the lawfully wedded wife
(patn?), the brother, Ass son, the father, the mother, the
daughter-m-law (snusa), the sister (bhagini), her son, (bhagi-
neya), the sapinda and samdnodakae.” If all fail (or are not
available), the king should have the §raddha and obsequial
rites performed from the property of the deal man for
sthe king 1s the kinsman of his subjects, whatever warna they
may belong to,” (p. 9, Jbud.). ~The widow who had been
married 1n Dharmic form) according to Nandapandita (Ibsd., -
p. 11) is entitled to perform the funeral obsequies and
$raddha of the husband with Vedic mantras (Ibid., p.11). The
acolyte (Brahmacrin) does not commit a breach of his vows
by doing parental obsequial rites and $raddha (p 12) “An
elder brother ismnot competent to perform the rites and
$éréddha of a younger brother” says Baudhdyana, but the rule
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1s explained away by Nandapandita (Ib:d, p 12) as applicable
only m cases 1n which a competent son 1s unavailal:le or there 1s
no friendliness between the dead and the sutviving brother The
son of a putrika should do his mother’s father’s rites He must
do the rites of his natural father only 1f he has no brother,
since only the eldest son of the putrikd belongs to the maternal
grandfather (p 13). If a father 1s an outcaste (paisia) the
obsequial duttes that would have been his, devolve on his son,
1.¢ he is treated as dead though alive (p 14)

The common rule 1s that a son has no competence to do a
$raddha during the life-time of his father (1f not an outcaste).
There are six exceptions to the rule The son can do §raddhas
even 1n the life-time of his father in vrddf-§raddha onhis second
marriage (for'm his first marriage, the father must do the
§raddha) the birth of a son, the 1541 for Mancs, Soma sacrifice,
in pilgrimage centres (tirtha) and when an honored guest
arrives (p 14). Nandapandita denies the need to do a vrddhi-
$raddha for a second marriage (p 15). The marriage
(#dvaha) must mean, therefore, that of a son or daughter,
Mitramuéra (Srdddhaprakasa, pp 339-361) discusses a num-
ber of matters on which authorities have differed For example,
Siilapani has upheld the view that when there are several sons,
and they are all living separately and with their shares of the
paternal property, every oneof them should do the sixteen
§raddhas following ekoddista (on the 11th day after the death
of the father) and upto the sapindikarena, and must do the
annual Parvana separately (p 340). It mught happen that
the brothers might be in different and far-off places and the
consent and contribution, which the dictum of Maric1 (mfra
p. 263) holds as enabling the eldest brother to do the obsequial
rites on behalf of all brothers, may not be given In that
case, the obsequial rites might be dome by the brothers
separately in different places. Otherwise the younger son be-
comes guilty of a grave lapse, and he becomes awidhighna
(p 341). The common rule 1s that even 1f a younger son, in
the absence of the eldest son, does the cremation, he must
continus the rites upto ekoddisie, and if the eldest brother
comes within the period, he must also do all the rites, ason
him lies the obhigation to do them, (Ib:d, p. 342) Manu rules
that undivided brothers should do the obsequial rites together,
through the eldest, and when they have a common mess (eka
pakena vasatdm) they must do the $raddhas together. Silapim
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holds that this rule 1s only permissive 1n favor of the undivided
younger brothers, and they obtam additional merit 1f they do
Sraddhas separately, when living together (prthak dharmano
stane phalatiSayah pratiyate)” He relies on Laghu-Harita’s
rule that the sixteen $rdddhas upto sapindikarana should be
done by every son sepaiately (p 339). Mitramidra ques-
tions the soundness of the practice of southerners (daksinatyap)
to have the eldest son re-perform all rites including sapindi-
karana, 1f the death has taken place when he was away, and a
younger brother has had to do them His contention 1s that
after sapindikarana the dead person has ceased to be a preta
and has become a pifr, and cannot again be invoked as a preta

Another point discussed by Mitramisra 1s the adlikara of
the daughter to do the obsequial rites to the father, 1f she has
no brothers, on the basis of the dictum of Manu (IX, 130)
“the daughter is equal to the son” (putrena duhitd sama) and
on the assumption that the word bhrata (biother) m the
enumeratton 1ncludes sister (bhagint)

In the rule giving a daughter the obligation to do the
funeral rite and sraddha of a father, the unmarried daughter
(un@dha) is preferred to the samskrtd + e. the married daughter
Why 1s this distinction made ? Mitramiéra explains 1t thus-
Manu rules that the pinda follows the gotra and the estate (gotra-
nkta-nuw gatdnugdh pindah), and a married daughter belongs
to a different gotra from the deceased, and 1s also not entitled
to a share of the father’s estate (rikia)  Accordingly he
explains away the rule of Bharadvaja (p 358) ¢the married
daughter should give the libation and pinda to the dead father,
and do the ekkoddistam equally with brothers”, as referring to

married daughters, when there remains no daughter unmarried
(p- 358).

Abhyudayikam (Parve XXXI)

It 1s natural for one to remember one’s ancestors in
moments of joy or seasons of prosperity, and to invoke
their blessings when about to undeitake any important act of
an auspicious character All these are termed Vrddhi or
abhyudaya Asthe means of pleasing the Manes is by $raddha,
the rite performed either before or after such occasions 1s
known as Vrddmsraddha or Abhyudayrka. It 1s also called
Nandisraddha, Nandy meaning Samrddh, ‘plenty’, or ‘afflu-
ence’ (nandi sampddhirity kathyate, p 268), The Manes are
usually pictured as ‘“tearful in visage” (asrumukha) (wnf.
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p. 270) In these rites, they assume a joyous expression, and
are described as ‘ndndimukhah’ Gods (dewdh) assume the form
of ¢joyous Manes’ (nandimukhah) when invoked m tlus rite
(Satitapa, p 271),and eat the food offered (prirndm ripamads.
thaya devatandm samadnute, p 271), When the gods are satis-
fied by the rite, in this form, they in turn give satisfaction
to the Manes.

The $raddha performed in this way loses some of the
features distinctive of rites to Manes Thus, the sacred thread
should be worn in the normal way, as in rites to gods, and not
hang from the rijht shoulder All circumambulation and
movements should be from the left to the right (pradaksina).
Sesame seed should not be used, and barley should be substituted
for it (yavaistilarthah, p. 270) The balls (pnda) should not
be of cooked rice (annam) but curds mixed with unbroken
rice (aksota) and jujube fruit (badara) The darbha should
be used unbent (r7u) The expression svadhd, which 1s used
in rites to Manes, is not to be used (p 271) The Bidhmanas
who are guests should be 1n pairs (yugma) The ceremony
should take place 1n the forenoon The prayers (japa) should
drop the mantras in honot of the Manes. The pndas should be
offered facing east (pracimukha) and placed on darbha (grass)
with the end to the east, unlike the pdrvana-§raddha where 1t
should be pointed to the south (daksinagra)

The abhyudaytkam proper should be prefaced by a
mdir-yasfia or matr-pajd, to placate the “divine Mothers,”
The “Mothers” may be adored in the form of pictures drawn
on paper or idols (pratumd) The ten “Mothers” are named
thus 1n CaturvimSatimata (cited in Sraddhaprakaiap 292) —
Gauri, Padma, Saci, Daksa, Savitri, Vijaya, Jaya, Devaseni,
Svadha, and Sviha. Salitapa subsututes medkd for Daksa in
the list of ten Mothers.

The forms in which the Mothers should be imagined or
represented pictortally for purposes of worship are given 1n
detail by Sraddhaprakasa (pp.294-296) Bhavisyapiurana
(Ibid., p. 293) declares that if the zrddisraddhais begun
without first doing the Matrpisd, they i their anger will
cause harm to the performer of the §raddha

The ritual prescribed is that of parvenasraddha, with
important changes, some of which have already been indicated.
The invocation of the #dnd7,nukha-pitarah isto begin from the
great-grandfather, proceed next to the grandfather and come
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fast to the father. The wives of these are to L scpuiately
mnvoked by name and gotra on their paternal line, and they are
included 1n the iivocation of the maternal grandfather,
maternal great-grandfather and the father of the first Nine
are thus tobe invoked and placated with food etc The
prayers and recitations during the feeding of the guests
should not be those described for ordinary $§rdddhas but
different ones which are specified.

The Nandisraddha should be done by a father for his
son till the latter completes his sn@na and samdvartanam, after
which the son should do such rites himself In counting
ancestors those who are alive should be dropped, and the next
in ascent invoked. Eight Bridhmanas are to be fed at this
$raddha.

The occasions for doing the Nandi§raddha are many.
Laksmidhara’'s two citations are not exhaustive, but
illustrative. About eighteen occasions are given 1n
other digests. They too are not exhaustive. It may be assumed
that no important event should pass without the performance
of Nandis§raddha as a preliminary rite.

If the required number of Brihmanas cannot be secured,
eight married women, who have husbands and children alive
(suvdsmi), are to be worshipped and fed (Sraddhaprakala,
p. 298).

Thus 1s analogous to two practices which ate authorized
and described in Sraddhakalpalata (pp. 121-122). If a
mother died in the lifetime of the father (madta mrid
mangalasiirena), women with husbands and children (suva-
smi) are to be fed along with the Sraddha Brahmanas and
given presents of clothes, ornaments and toilet requisites.
(Prayogapanjata). 1f a woman has become a sats or predecea-
sed her husband, the same procedure should be followed, and
they should be mvited along (nsyuiijita) and fed along with the
Brahmanas (dvyaissaha).

Sraddha to One Alive (Jivaechrdddham, Parva XXII).

The concluding chapter of $raddhakanda 1s devoted to
an account of the §raddha that may be done to one in his own
life-time. Such a $raddha nvolves a contradiction, as the
definitions of §réddha make 1t a rite in honor of the dead,
whether they are prefa or have been united 'to the Manes by
sapindikarana. In the {raddha to a living person the rites stop
with ekoddista, and do not include sapmdikarana (Baudhdyana,

7
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Jated in Sraddhaprakasa, p 363), The underlymng idea

seems to be that the whole 1s animated by a conviction of
the instabuity (amiiYatva) of all life, ot the transcendence and
tmmanence of the Supreme Being (conceived as Visnu), and of
the confident hope thaton his own death he merges in the
Supreme Being and has no existence in Pitrloka ¢ the world of
Manes.” To such o person, as to an ascetic, no Sraddha need
be done after lus pysical death. After the conclusion of
atmasraddhe (a $raddha to oneself) omne1s released from all
obligations of life, including the performance of $raddha to
ancestors. He 1s ritually unalive. He does not contravene
the rule that the $raddha should be done as long as life lasts,
A $raddha done at Gaya is held to give eternal satisfaction
(aksaya-trpir) to the Manes One who does the $raddha at
Gayia 1s assured that he needs do no more §raddha. He who
wishes to do his own Sraddha 1s accordingly told that he must
first do the §raddha at Gayd. In a sense the person who has
done his own Sraddha 1s like a jivanmukta

The.ritual 1s gtven 1n a passage of Baudhiyana, and 1n two
Puranas, viz. Brahmapurana and Lingapurana. Laksmidhara
relies on the first and Mitrami$ra on the second.

The doer of a §raddha (kartd) is remunded always that he
must possess §raadhd, 1 e. devotion and belief In Jivacchraddha
there must, in addition, be a conviction of a philosophical and

_Vedantic~nature  This is why the karta has to spend the first
night 1n repeating the eight-letter (astdkssia) homnrge formula
to Vispu. The ceremony begins on the thirteenth day of the
dark fortmight, and 1ts main feature 1s the cremation of a
bundle of darbha made to resemble, and represent the kartd
The post-cremation rites are done for it, The perfoimer is
now ritually deal. He 1s one without a fire (n1ragns) as his
fire has been used up in the cremation.

The rites on the second day stimulate those of saficayanam
following death. The form it takes 1s to fill three vessels with
pulse, muxed with sesame seed a1d rice, and throw the contents
as offerings to the Earth, the god of death (Yama) and to
Rudra, asthe lord of the crematoria (smasanapat:). The ground
is sprinkled with milk to assuage the heat generated by the
cremation of the *“ corpse” (ie.the Darbha image) The
Karta then enters a river, walks into it till the water comes to
his navel, and offers seven hbations, ending with svadha and
namaj, to the Lord of Death, invoked by seven descriptive
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epithets. Then calling to mind Siva as Rudra and lord of
crematoria, fried rice (ldja) 1s scattered in his name, Then, ten
libations of water mixed with #:la seed are made to the three
ancestors and their wives, and ten balls of rice (pmnda) are
offered, nine tothem and the tenth libation and pinda being to
himself. He should throw into the water ten pots (kumbha)
of water mixed with #2la. He should then coie back to his
house, sprinkling milk on darbla spread near the door-step,
and sleep with his head facing south. Next day, (emadvasya
or new moon) he should do the masika-§raddhas and the
sapwmdikarana (Note—it is condemned above). The period
should be observed as one of impurity (afauca) by relations.
The word preta is however to be avoided 1n every part of the
ritual of this ceremony (Sraddhamayikha ed. Gujarathi
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